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The turbulence of the late October
storms may have consigned the long,
hot, dry summer to a distant memory
but its legacy is all around us. Some
trees responded to the stresses of
extreme weather by shedding their
leaves early. Others are hanging on to
their leaves later than usual and there is
little sign yet of the colourful
kaleidoscope of reds, oranges and yellow
we associate with the autumn.

Some things, though, do not change and,
for most of us, November is the month
to remember, a recurring theme in this
month’s Ludlow Tower. Many of the
memories relating to Remembrance and
Armistice are sombre but Mark, our
Vicar, urges us (p5) to remember the
good, Paul, our Lay Worker, celebrates
(pl1) the revival of a happy memory and
we wonder (p25) about a grave in St
Leonard’s Churchyard carefully tended
more than 60 years after it was last
used. Clearly somebody remembers.

Lesley Harling (Editor)
07309 263730

We apologise for the late appearance of this issue
and for any formatting errors as a result of an
enforced change of desktop publishing software.
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When you go home, tell them of us and say
"For your tomorrow we gave our today"

& A moving remembrance display
in St. Laurence's Church
~nd to 14th of November 2026
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REMEMBER ALL THAT IS GOOD

As we approach Remembrance Sunday
we remember our dead from wars of
the past past and pray for peace —
though there have been many other
wars we have taken part in and other
wars raging today. There will be towns in
Russia counting their dead and towns in
Ukraine keeping a tally of those who are
defending their country and perhaps one
day there will be a service to remember
and give thanks all over Russia and all
over Ukraine — naming just one conflict.
Crosses, memorials and plaques will be
lovingly commissioned and installed in
towns and villages, churches and town
halls from that war, for the soldiers, but
also for the civilians killed in rocket and
drone attacks. And they will be
remembered, just as we do now. We
remind our children and grandchildren
that this is an important day, just one
day set aside as special between
Hallowe’en and Christmas when we all
pause, just for a few moments, in the
midst of busy lives with all of our own
successes and failures, sadnesses and
joys, to remember others long gone.

The Royal British Legion says:

You are all welcome to our churches, and
places of worship - those of any faith and of
no faith, those who believe in God, those
who are not sure and those who are certain
that God does not exist - because we are
united at least for a little while, in sacred
acts of remembrance. You are all welcome.

Remembrance honours those who serve
to defend our democratic freedoms and
way of life. We unite across faiths,
cultures and backgrounds to remember

the service and sacrifice of the Armed
Forces community from the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth. We
will remember them. We acknowledge
innocent civilians who have lost their
lives in conflict and acts of terrorism.

As | get older, memories sometime play
tricks on me — there are things in the
past | cannot quite recall, and things | did
yesterday | cannot recall at all. That’s the
way of things as we age. There is great
power in remembering in our spiritual
lives as well. But here too we forget the
things we need to remember and
remember the things we should forget.
Instead of reminding ourselves that God
loves us and has a purpose and plan for
our lives, we focus on our mistakes and
problems.

The God who created us knows how
easily we forget what’s most important:
we forget who he is; we forget what he
has done in our lives; we forget the
hundreds of promises he has made to us.
And some of us have forgotten the
power and importance of the
resurrection.

So remember all that is good in your
lives, as we also remember the absolute
worst that humanity can do. And
remember this: you are always invited by
God to get to know him; you are always
invited to come to church to get to
know him; you are always invited to talk
and to pray with him. It’s up to you
whether you accept that invitation.

Revd Mark
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@ 24-hour access to your indoor unit, CCTV

Variable sized units from 32 to 160 sqft

No fixed-term contract after 1°' month
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MARCHES CHOIR

Conductor: Alistair Auld
Marches Sinfonia

Leader: David Gregory

Harmoniemesse
in B flat

Insanae et vanae curae
(Motet)

Mozart
Concerto for Flute and Harp

Emily Harris (Harp)

Saturday 28" November 2026, 7:30pm

St. John’s Church, Bishops Castle

: £15 available at the door or from choir members mﬂ%}?ﬂ

8 Friendly office team on site 9am-5pm to assist g ¢

LUDLOW CASTLE

-' SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28T

10 AM -6 PM

SPECIAL GUESTS - TALKS s
BOOK SIGNINGS...

I'IOT FOOD & DRINH
FREE ENTRY

8 7

Supported by Ludlow Chamber of Commerce



INTRODUCING ...

Please tell us a bit about yourself.

My name is Christine Tait. | grew up in
Oxted, Surrey and studied biochemistry
and physiology at Newcastle University,
where | met Graham who was studying
dentistry and whom | later married.
After graduating | moved to London
where | worked at Northwick Park
Hospital for The Medical Research
Council in their Radio Isotope Unit. It
involved measuring low level radiation
coming from people (yes, we are all
naturally radioactive and have been even
before the nuclear age).

What brought you to this part of
the world?

In short - Graham’s work. After initially
working in North London, he joined a
dental practice in Broad Street. It
seemed like a good move, as we were
thinking of starting a family. We lived in
Richards Castle for seven years then
moved into Ludlow in 1985 and have
been here ever since, although we kept
links with All Saints in Richards Castle —
| was PCC Secretary for 35 yrs until
Covid. It’s now a Festival Church with

services/events most months of the year.

It has wonderful acoustics, but its size
makes it very difficult to manage as a
regular country parish church.

When our son and daughter were
growing up | worked in credit control at
a steel fabricators in Leominster and at
Greenall’s in Ludlow and | spent 20
years at a SEN school in Hereford,
working as their finance secretary.

And to St John’s?

After All Saints became a Festival
Church, | was looking for a place to
worship more regularly. St John’s was

close to home
and less formal,
which suited
me. In time,

| was persuaded
onto the PCC.

What is
special about
St John’s for you?

St John’s tries to be involved in
community life (Tea & Toast, Toddler
Group, Tea Services) and its worship
leans towards the evangelical. | do get
involved with the Tea Services, which
happen about four times a year.

What was your first impression of
St Laurence's?

Its services seemed very formal and
frankly more like going to a performance
with insufficient participation by the
congregation. Maybe | am being unfair
and things have changed. It is true that
most services | go to there are ‘special
services’, which probably lean towards
‘high church’.

How do you spend any spare time?

Cooking, sewing, walking and cycling,
spending time with the family in
Tewkesbury and Saffron Walden.
Most memorable holiday
experience?

A Ramblers’ trip to Canada, from

Vancouver to the Cascades, Jasper, and
Banff.

What might we be surprised to
know about you?

| still enjoy skiing!



THIRD SUNDAY SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

First Sunday

CHORAL EVENSONG
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OPEN TEA AT
ST LAURENCE

3.30pm 3pm-4pm
First Monday in the month
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At St Laurence’s

Funerals & memorial services

| October René Legrand
3 October Henry Mackley
|6 October Alan Powell

(Ludlow Cemetery)
|9 October Bernard Angell

(Ludlow Cemetery) Sunday 29 November
Tpm Advent Carol Service
Baptisms
Tuesday 8 December
4 October Nevaeh Turner 5F|m Li"’l""'lg Hat“fitf
Herbie Gower (Market Square)
Friday |18 December
T7pm Service of Light for
LUDLOW the Bereaved
BENLELICE Tuesday 21 December
PRAYLR = = pm Carols in the Castle
MLELETING ' Wednesday 23 December
Tpm Service of Nine
When: Lessons and Carols
| lam on the second Saturday of each
month Thursday 24 December
Where: Wy
St Giles Church, Ludford il Ll s ans
Saturday |4 November 9.15am Holy Communion
Members of the three churches of the 10.30am Lﬂaan;I] Chilitras
Ludlow Benefice, St Giles’, St John’s and : oy
, A Service
St Laurence’s, are invited to come
together to pray for our churches, our Sunday 27 December
town, our interim Vicar Mark Inglis and 8.15am Holy Communion
the person who will follow him in due (BCP)

course to become the new Rector of 10.00am  Benefice Eucharist
Ludlow. at St John's




PCB

SOLICITORS

-

Quality légal advice from friendly people

F

B Agriculture B Dispute Resolution, B Court Of Protection

B Commercial Property Debt Recovery B Lasting Powers Of Attorney
M Residential Property & Personal Injury M Wills Trusts & Probate

M Company & Corporate Law M Divorce, Family & Childcare M Criminal Law

Suite 8, 54 Broad Street, Ludlow, SY8 1GP
| ‘ :

SHREWSBURY | TELFORD CHURCH STRETTON | KNIGHTON
LUDLOW CLUN | WELSHPOOL | BISHOPS CASTLE

EDUCATION
LTD

Private Mathematics Tuition
for Year 3-Year 11l

GCSE Foundation & Higher
KS2 SATs and Common
Entrance

Mastery of Mathematics
Build confidence

Raise attainment

Over 35 years teaching experience.
Get in touch today!

adrian@stride-education.co.uk
07307476797
www.stride-education.co.uk




OPENING UP MLEMORIES

Years ago, in my brass band days, | was
moved by a particular piece of music
that we played. The piece seemed to
portray all emotions, as well as being an
enjoyable piece to play. Fast forward to
a few weeks ago: | no longer played in a
band, the name of the piece had
escaped me and | hadn’t heard it for
years, despite considerable efforts.
Sitting in church at the end of Eucharist
that Sunday, | couldn’t believe what |
was blessed with hearing from the
organ ... it was that piece! | was
immediately transported ... | found |
remembered every note, every
emotion. After all that time, searching
and trying to remember what the piece
was called, the answer was there, in His
House — God had rewarded me by
reintroducing me to it!

It made me appreciate that we are
constantly rewarded by Him, nowhere
more so than at Stephen House. For
example, we recently had a large
unexpected donation of things for the
kitchen.

Unbeknown to the donor they were
much needed and immediately put to
use. It was the same with another
donation of equipment from elsewhere,
‘We thought this would be useful for
you’ — it certainly is!

We are also blessed to continue to reap
the benefits of the relationships fostered
at Stephen House — with people in the
community, other service providers and
statutory bodies, relationships that
directly benefit the people we support.

Oh ... and the piece of music? It was
Suite Gothique, by Leon Boellmann, and
hearing it again led to rediscovering the
pleasure of making music in brass bands!
Thank you, as ever, for your support and
prayers. God Bless.

Paul
Stephen House
Ludlow .
With grateful thanks to
Dr Andrew Padmore BEM.
- '
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HARVEST T'ESTIVAL AT ST JOHN'S
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St John's Church, Ludlow
Shaving thr geod mws of God's love
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| Arts@St Laurence — November 2026 "

Further information: Recitals and

e
LPF Pop-Up OPEN PIANO
a2 \ - During the day Friday 13
6 and Saturday 14" November
—_— - come along and be

entertained by talented local
pianists showcasing their
skills and the wonderful
sound of our Steinway piano.

iy Sy S I L s Ll
B g

The Cafe and Shop will be
A ————— open as normal so get a
www.ludlowpianofestival.com coffee and enjoy!
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A GRAIN OF SAND AT A TIME

This autumn, do you feel
overwhelmed with all the
things that you need to get
done! Am | ‘ready for an
emergency! How many
shopping days are there until
Christmas?

Then think of your life as an
hourglass. There are
thousands of grains of sand in
the top of the hourglass; and
they all pass slowly and evenly
through the narrow neck in
the middle. We are like that
hourglass.

When we start in the
morning, there are hundreds
of tasks which we feel that
we must accomplish that day.
But if we do not take them
one at a time and let them
pass through the day slowly
and evenly, as do the grains of
sand passing through the
narrow neck of the hourglass,
then we are bound to break
our own fragile physical and
mental structure. Do not
attempt more than God
designed you to do.

THOSLE GIANT AUTUMN HOUSE SPIDERS

We've all been there — quietly relaxing
at home, when suddenly a HUGE thing
with LONG legs scuttles right by you.
You can’t help but jump and, if you are
normal, scream. What just scared you
was a fully grown adult male Eratigena
atrica, among the largest spiders in
Central and Northern Europe.

It has not just come in from the cold. It
has been living warm and cosy, hidden in
your house for weeks. Now it has left
its dark hiding spot to race across your
carpets and walls and bed with a definite
purpose in mind: it is looking for love.
For autumn is mating time for the big
spiders, and there are also females living
in your house, safe and secure in cracks,
lofts and behind furniture.

With a body length of |.6cm and a leg
span of up to 7.5 cm they are fast hitting
speeds of up to half a metre per second.

The good news is that they are as
scared of you as you of them, they are
disease-free and their bite is extremely
rare and harmless. They even pay their
rent by eating your flies, mosquitoes,
and other small bugs.

So, try and be kind to them, and let
them live with you — they don’t like the
cold outside very much. Just lift your
feet as they gallop across the carpet...

13



Come and join the «*-

e

LIVING NATIVITY'

as we tell the story of the first Christmas
in the streets of Ludlow

% Carol singing led by
d = Ludlow Town Band
/) %ﬂ < Live Donkey
/}6 * Hot Chocolate
R & and Mince Pies

Tuesday 8th December 2026

Starting at Peace Memorial at 6.00pm,
Market Square, Ludlow
Ending around 7.00pm at the Castle

In severe weather the event will be held in St. Laurence’s Church

For any enquiries please email: ludlowmethodist@outlook.com

Gjﬁjﬁl_, Organised by Churches Together around Ludlow

|4
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The Men’s Bible Study Group, which we
call “The Forge’, has about a dozen
members, who meet on Thursday
evenings at 7.00pm in Stephen House.
Meetings always begin with a meal
followed by some bible study and prayer,
usually finishing just after 9.00pm. The
bible study is usually led by one of the
leaders either focusing on a passage
from the bible, following a recognised
course, or preparing for the following
Sunday Service theme.

Usually there is some general discussion
as the group aims to be a mutual
support for members. There is a strong
sense of belonging to the wider family of
St Laurence’s which always features in
the prayer time which is an important
aspect of every meeting.

The group began when a few young men
who were baptised by the Rector (some
in the river at Ashford Carbonel and
others at the Easter Day Service)
wanted to have greater understanding of
the Christian faith.

A couple of older members were
invited, and it was made available to any
man who had an interest in learning
more about the Bible and deepening
their Christian faith.

We have supported younger members in
their preparation for marriage. Help and
support has been offered to some who
have had difficulties in their personal life.
Young men with no Christian faith were
introduced to the group and are now
also regular members of St Laurence’s
congregation. The group has helped
others who have needed support for
their faith journey, and there have been
several miraculous answers to prayer.

The group certainly does not have a
‘sexist’ agenda but recognises that men
(particularly young men) have certain
difficulties and issues in today’s world
and feels that Christian support in a
male environment can be valuable for
their wellbeing.

Regular Thursday evening meetings in Stephen House 7 — 9 pm

Meal, short general discussion, Bible Study, Prayer

Encouragement to attend Services at St Laurence’s

Encouragement to deepen faith and Christian Commitment

Contact and support available on a WhatsApp group
Contact Revd Mark on 07456 651795
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Ludlow Curtain Company !

The Stables, Station Drive,
Ludlow SY8 2PQ

Tel 01584 875533
ludlowcurtains@hotmail.co.uk

Taproom open 7
days a week

T | et
LU D |.O \v Growler fills +

|
|
|
BREWING Co. Takeouts :

Venue hire o |
Great Beer, Naturally e jHere for all your soft furnishing needs,
Tastings £10.50pp Ifrom curtains and all types of blinds tol
e st i I cushions, upholstery and curtain |

www.ludlowbrewery.co.uk : poles. :
01584 873 291 for enquiries I _Fabrics now available on the roll. _ |

APITOL
ARPETS

16 Bull Ring
Ludlow
SY8 1AD

Carpets ¢ Vinyl o

Karndean e Curtains e
Blinds ¢ Beds

www.capitol-carpets.co.uk

Tel: 01584 873891

English Tuition LOCAL MAN

wishes to buy

AW ages & levels; all requivementy Antiques, Bric a Brac,
Common Entramnce; GCSE, A Level, Collectables
EFL, special needs and

20 yeaws experience Deceaseds’ Effects

Rebecca Hazgell “=
01584 319402
oy - 01584 892128 07508 809710




Ludlow Palmers Autumn Lectures

> UNDERFOOT AND
 OVERLOOKED ~THE

fl¢* 5 SECRETS OF BRASS

LUDLOW PALMERS

Just south of the historic town of
Ludlow, standing high above the River
Teme, hidden away in a peaceful sylvan
setting of great beauty, dating back to
the eleventh century, lies the ancient
parish church of St Giles, Ludford.
Within the church is a particularly fine
memorial brass, dating from [554,
commemorating William Foxe, his wife
and family, which nonetheless is
something to which the casual visitor
may give scant attention.

Yet, there is a very great deal more to
those commemorated by the brass as
well as to the memorial itself than
meets the eye. A quintessentially
English pastime, the rubbing of
monumental brasses in both parish
churches and cathedrals is a hobby
which has endured down the years.

RUBBING

JONATHAN MOOR, LLB Hons., BA Hons.
THURSDAY 19t NOV. 11.30am

ST. GILES, LUDFORD

Followed by Pork Pies and Fizz

Tickets £16 (inc. refreshments)
Scan the QR code here,

email info@ludlowpalmers.org
or call 07941 014279

Limited parking, central heating and loos svailable:

AUTUMN LECTURES

While still a schoolboy, T E Lawrence,
better known as Lawrence of Arabia,
was bitten by the bug, continuing the
hobby as a student whilst at Jesus
College, Oxford. So, too, William
Morris, the designer and conservationist
most associated with the English Arts
and Crafts movement. The speaker
giving this lecture, Jonathan Moor, a long
standing member of the Monumental
Brass Society, has himself been rubbing
brasses and writing articles on them for
over sixty years.

For, hidden behind these memorials lie
fascinating histories which are often
overlooked or else entirely unknown.
So, come and join us for a fascinating
journey into the past to learn about
William Foxe, a sixteenth century
recusant philanthropist.

|7



SUNDAY SERVICES IN LUDLOW

Anglican
St Laurence, College Street
8.15am Holy Communion (BCP)

|0am  Parish Eucharist
For livestream/recording - link at
https://stlaurences.org.uk/live-stream
| 1.30am Choral Matins
3rd Sunday

3.30pm Choral Evensong

I'st Sunday
3.30pm The Living Room
I st Sunday (St John’s church)
Celtic Prayer - evening liturgy
4th Sunday

5th Sun Joint benefice service
with St John’s
Contact
office@stlaurences.org.uk

01584 872073

St John, Gravel Hill

|0am Ist, 3rd & 5th Sundays
Holy Communion
2nd & 4th Sundays
Morning Worship

6pm

5th Sun Joint benefice service
with St Laurence’s
Contact
Mike.Beazley@hotmail.co.uk
01584 873570

St Giles, Ludford

I'1.15am [Ist Sunday
Family Worship
2nd & 4th Sundays
CW Holy Communion
3rd Sunday
Lay-led Worship

Contact
ashfordspa@outlook.com

Ludlow Baptist Church

10.30am Sunday worship

Contact
hello@ludlowbaptistchurch.org.uk

Ludlow Elim

10.30am Service at Elim
[ 1.30am Online
Contact

www.ludlowelim.com 07791 483284
dainpritchard@googlemail.com

Ludlow Methodist Church

10.30am Sunday worship

Contact
Ludlowmethodist@outlook.com

Ludlow Quakers

10.30am Meeting for worship

Contact
Cynthia Prior 01584 831855

St Peter's Roman Catholic Church

Mass| 1.00am Sunday

9.30am  Monday-Friday
6.00pm  Saturday (Sunday Vigil)
Morning prayer
9.15am  Monday-Friday
9.45am  Saturday
Contact

st.peters.ludlow@talktalk.net

———
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A NEW NAME TFOR SHEMA

The former ‘Shema’ prayer-craft group
has re-invented itself into a ‘Craft Cafe’,
with a strapline of ‘crafting with prayer’

Over the summer we experimented
with a weekly meeting in the Icon coffee
shop on the sofas of the north aisle at
St Laurence’s. This made us more
transparent and facilitated all kinds of
connections with passing footfall. We
have also grown in number — and skills.

Our aim is to make beautiful and useful
things with love and prayers in the style
of Dorcas, an early Christian disciple.
Dorcas, or Tabitha, was ‘full of good
works and alms deeds’ (Acts 9:36). She
used her talents as a seamstress to
serve others, making garments for those
in need. She had a special ministry of
compassion and care for widows, who
deeply mourned her passing by
displaying the clothes she had made for
them.

How does this look in the 21* century?
We make emotional support chickens
for anyone who needs comfort — such
as an elderly person with dementia.
Then we make prayer shawls for those
in trouble, or to help celebrate birth,
baptism or marriage, and we make
scarves, hats and gloves for people on
the margins.

We have hand crafted remembrance
poppies and this year agreed to
decorate a Christmas tree in the outer
Bailey of the castle. This requires skills
of crochet, knitting and calligraphy.
How fortunate we are to have Kate in
the group! She also knits beautiful
mittens.

The group embraces all kinds of crafts
and all skill levels from beginners to
experts. It seems to have developed as
a ‘safe space’: for some it is therapy and
others come for prayer. We meet on
Fridays between 10 and noon. Asa
work in progress we are open to new
ideas about how we might continue to
offer service to our neighbours in our
ordinary, every day lives.
Eileen Padmore
padmoree@icloud.com




LUDLOW LOCAL LISTING

Artwork

Ludlow Castle Gallery

Quality affordable picture framing and artwork. Fast friendly service. Unusual gifts and
cards. You can find us within the walls of Ludlow Castle just before the café/restaurant
Chapter 66. Phone 07946191716.

Books & Stationery

Castle Bookshop
5 Castle Street Ludlow

Booksellers and Stationers Free ordering service
01584 872562  enquiries@castlebookshop.co.uk

Building Services

IMS Brickwork www.imsbrickwork.com iansimcox@imsbrickwork.com

A Ludlow based builder focusing on new brickwork projects, repairs and insurance claims,
home repointing incl. lime mortar, patios, walls and shed bases. Free quotes. Professional,
insured and reliable. References available. 07840 367845

Darryl Collier
Carpenter, Joiner, Building Services
Kitchens, Stairs, Windows, Fascia Boards, General Building
Tel 01584 873368 or 07973 411207 Email: daryl.collier@icloud.com

Electrical

lan Mackay

Quick response, local and reliable. No-obligation fixed quotes. Domestic installation and

repairs. Landlord & homeowner safety inspections. Condition reports for house sales.
Contact lan Mackay on 07736 303297 or email ian.gf.mackay@gmail.com

Food

Myriad Organics 22 Corve Street 01584 872665 myriad-organics.co.uk Ludlow's widest
range of organic and healthy produce: Fruit & veg, wholefoods, groceries, bread, meat &
dairy, vegan & vegetarian, natural cleaning products, bodycare, supplements & cosmetics.
Zero-waste options & refills for bodycare & cleaning products.

If you use the services of any of our advertisers please mention that you
found their details in the Ludlow Tower.
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Gardening

Dan Pritchard Garden Services

Fully insured - reliable - experienced - competitive. Lawn mowing / hedge cutting / tree
surgery / pruning / turfing / planting / landscaping. Call Dan on 07779182636. Covers
Ludlow and surrounding areas.

IT Services

Matthew Lenthall IT Services

Computers, phones and all things technical. Support and maintenance.
|2a Corve Street, Ludlow 07828 081163 or 01584 877946
matthew@matthewlenthall.co.uk

Picture Framing

Frames by Sebastian

Bespoke picture framing
6a Pepper Lane
Tel: 07815 111554

Wanted

Reynolds of Ludlow furniture
A local researcher & collector wishes to purchase furniture made by Reynolds of Ludlow|

or information and personal recollections of the company.
Please contact 07967 1341 16.

Wellbeing

Silver Lantern Counselling wwwe.silverlanterncounselling.co.uk
| offer a compassionate therapeutic space to support you
as you explore your inner world.

Telephone or text 07785 473785 Email: info@silverlantern counselling.co.uk

Angela - Cranio-Sacral Therapist

Holistic Clinic, 36 Lower Raven Lane, Ludlow

www.cranio-sacral.co.uk angela@cranio-sacral.co.uk 07712 104487

ADVERTISING RATES 2026 - 27 (for 12 issues)

Full page - £380 Quarter page - £125
Half page - £230 Eighth page - £75
Classified - £40
Contact 01584 872073 or office@stlaurences.org.uk
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BURN BETTER WITH
OUR DRIER WOOD

Supplied in crates
or bags and
delivered exactly
where you want it

o DRDEJR BHLIHE

L
nc

| < | Suppliers of
LUDLOW reclannad materitis
SALVAG E T
and building projects
~ Est 2017 - - '

" SALV.

nm..m?
A4%

_ : Suwvmi -

=) | ‘ L s e Tenbury
. 07805 312 168 FiND US ON oominser
& ludlowsalvage@gmail.com Plot 1, Station Yard
R ludlowsalvage.com Ludiow. SY8
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WHAT'S ON AT ST LAURLENCE'S

IN NOVEMBER

Remembrance display 2 - 14 November
in Lady Chapel

Sunday |
Choral Evensong 3.30pm
Monday 2
Open Tea 3.00pm
Solemn Requiem Mass for ~ 7.00pm
All Souls
Sunday 8
Act of Remembrance 10.50am
(Peace Memorial
Civic Remembrance Service 12.15am
Wednesday | |
Armistice Day Service 10.55am
(Peace Memorial)
Catwalk Collective Fashion  7.30pm

Show

Saturday 14 - Ludlow Piano Festival

U

MIDWLLER

Daily prayer
Mondays & Fridays 10.30am

Tower bells practice

Mondays 7.30-9.00pm

Handbells practice

Tuesdays 5.30-7.15pm

Choir practice

Thursdays 7.00-8.30pm

WEDNESDAYS AT
ST JOIHN'S

Daily prayer 9.30am
Tea and Toast 10.00am
Holy Communion 11.30am
Prayer Hour 4.00pm

FELLOWSHIP

Open Piano | 0am-4pm
Pian(? Becital _ _ 7.30pm  Eor details of weekday fellowship
Scipione Sangiovanni groups meeting in Stephen House or

Sunday |5 in private homes please contact:

Choral Matins | 1.30am Paul K (Lay P :

aul Kemp (Lay Pastora
Saturday 21
k 785 254

Ludlow Orchestra Concert  7.30pm Worker) 07785 234368
Sunday 22 WS‘I'],;\.I'R}-'.‘NCI-Z[.I'DLH\V

Celtic Prayer 6.00pm |
Friday 27 - Winter Festival

Beer & Pizza Evening 5.30-9.30pm {ii

Saturday 28 - Winter Festival
Craft Fair 10.00am-5.00pm

Sunday 29
Benefice Service at St John’s 10.00am

Advent Carol Service 7.00pm
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For the latest news including last-minute
changes go to

https://stlaurences.org.uk



Remembrance Day Walk

If you would like to hear about some of the men who gave their
lives during the two world wars, come on this war walk on 11
MNovember around the streets of Ludlow town centre, led by Ludlow
war historian Clive Richardson. It will last about an hour.

Ouiside some of the homes of men Killed in the two world wars we
will stop, hear their stories and pass their photographs around.

Meet outside the south porch of
St Laurence’s Church
at 12.00pm
Wednesday 11 November

£5 per person for the Friends of St Leonard’s Churchyard

Armistice Day Service
St Leonard’s Churchyard, Corve Street
10.45am Wednesday 11 November

The ceremony will take place by the grave of
Private W H Millichamp
(behind the MW corner of the chapel)
The service will be officiated by Revd John Williams and local
trumpeter, Williamy Chapman will play the Lasi Post,

There are five casualties of World War One buried in the cemetery
and the service is held by a different one of their graves each year.
As part of the service, as well as remembering all of the casualties of
war, we lalk specifically about the man by whose grave the service is
taking place. We feel that this helps those attending to connect in an
additional way.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY ATFTERNOON

November sunlight shimmers on the Wear,
Wide waters slip by unhurried by each bank
And soothe Remembrance Sunday afternoon.
After the service, after the parades.
After the poppies, after the last post,
| sit and drink in quietness and peace,
The peace those Durham infantry forsook
To keep it sacred for the likes of me.
Some of them surely fished this very spot
Where Durham fishermen are sitting still
On folded campstools. May those fallen men
Whom we remembered in the high cathedral
Drink deep now from the river of true life
Where all their wounds are healed, where living light
Flows from the source of every time and tide
And may they know that we remember them.

Malcolm Guite4
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A GRAVLE MYSTERY?

When | became Chairman of the Friends
of St Leonard’s last year, | understood
that the cemetery had become full
causing Henley Road Cemetery to be
opened in 1915. | knew that additional
burials were made in existing plots in the
following years and that there were
some people who still had the right to
choose to be buried with loved ones in
the graveyard. As far as we were aware,
the last burials had been in the early
1920s. We also believed that none of
the graves in the churchyard were
tended other than a handful that had
been adopted by ‘Friends’.

| was walking recently in a part of the
site well away from the main path and
could not help but notice a sparkling
white headstone that had clearly been
carefully cleaned. | read the inscription
and the last person, Margaret Emma
Holt, was buried there in 1963 with her
husband, Henry, who died in 1937 and
her two-year old son, George, who had
died in 1900 when the plot must have
been purchased.

| began researching the family. Henry
was born in Leominster in 1861 and by
1891 was working as a fishmonger, living
in Castle Street with his barman brother
George. He married Margaret (born in
West Derby, Liverpool) in 1898. By 1901
he was described as a fishmonger and
game dealer living and working at 5
Church Street (now Aragon’s
Restaurant). Brother George went on
to be the landlord of the Eagle in Corve
Street (now Mortimers Restaurant, with
Eagle Insurance next door).
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Henry, however died aged only 39 in
1904 leaving a wife and three young
children. 5 Church Street was put up
for auction at the Angel by Norton’s in
1930 and Henry and Margaret moved to
42 Gravel Hill for his retirement. Henry
died in 1937 and the funeral was
attended by at least two of their sons,
three of their daughters and a nephew.
Henry had been a sidesman at St
Laurence’s Church for many years.
Margaret was still at Gravel Hill in 1939
and lived to the ripe age of 93.

Who is the mystery visitor to the grave!?
The Friends of St Leonards are always
looking for new members to help us
maintain the churchyard as both a
leisure facility and an urban space for
nature. The subscription is only £10 a
year £15 for a couple. Contact
nino.binns@gmail.com if you would like
to join.

Clive Richardson

Holt gravestone


mailto:nino.binns@gmail.com

Recommended
by Historic England
for use in heritage
and grade |l
listed buildings.

[deal for:
Grade II listed buildings
Noise reduction
Thermal elficiency
Reduced condensation
Increased securily

01299 544 013 | info@lansecglz.co.uk
Unit 4 Blackmanstitch, Long Bank, Bewdley, Wores DY12 20W

L/@zﬂgue&
[’lanning Applications ”wt/@(f
Listed Bui[ding Consent @/mfa:/&'
Building Regulations .
i) Gollectables

Alterations & Extensions
New Buil-dings
Church Inspections

The Architecture Studio

07987 007265
Tnst. #sustainabdidywdidthistyle

135 Corve Street, Lm}. Seosantigues. corme
Ludlow 5Y8 2PG a3 Jeestainabddity with Slyle {d
Tel: 01584 877992 RIBA

5 The Angel, Broad Street,
Ludlow, Sy8 2PG

Email: info@thearchitecturestudio.co.uk
www.thearchitecturestudio, co.uk
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WORTH THL WAIT

At 92, and after a wait of 85 years,
Peter Wood of Aylesbury finally made it
to the top of St Laurence’s tower in
October, accompanied by his son.

Previous attempts were thwarted by his
parents saying they hadn’t the time or
they had to be somewhere else, etc..
And, he said, “It was worth the wait - |
really enjoyed it”. We believe that Peter
may be the oldest visitors to St
Laurence’s to leave ssorting an ‘|
Conquered the Tower’ sticker. Or
perhaps you know better?

FLOWLERS DEDICATED IN MEMORY OI' A
LOVED ONL

Would you [ike to contribute to the 2026 Christmas f[ower

di’.s:p[ay in St Laurence’s Ey maléing a dedication in memory
qf a loved one?

The display is installed on 23 December and covers every part
of the church. Dedications will be listed in the church.

Please donate Ey com])[éting one of the dedication forms at
the stewards desk.




Friday 27 November
5.30pm-9.30pm

Live music, pizza and beer
Mulled wine and mince pies
Tombola
Entry: free

i‘ th’ L Saturday 28 November
W 10am-5.30pm

R Wlnter ‘ Winter Fair
FESt iva l J Craft, gift ar;fcji:gr:lgnunity stalls

Children’s activities and games
Festive music
Hot and cold refreshments
Entry: adults gold coin (£1/£2)
Children under 12 free

Come and join

us in 7pm
St Laurence’s Advent Carol Service

Sunday 29 November

All wel
Church for our weicome

Winter Festival
Further information

events | social.media@stlaurences.org.uk
: 01584 872073




ONLE YEAR ON IFROM AN

EFARTHQUARL

| am writing this as | munch a few crisps
(feeling only a little guilt). Perhaps that's
why I've gone for a story about
something other than starvation this
month. Whilst we may have an inkling of
what real hunger feels like, through
particular experiences, and even,
following this summer, the danger of fire
on dry ground, very few of us have lived
through and can imagine the horrific
realisation that we are experiencing an
earthquake. ‘Suddenly we felt the
shaking, explains farmer Nann Mya.
‘Right in front of us we saw our farm
collapse. Everyone lost something’

In March 2025 a
terrifying 7.7
magnitude
earthquake hit
central Myanmar,
destroying homes,
businesses and
farmland.
Thousands were
killed, tens of
thousands made
homeless. Local communities reacted
immediately, helping neighbours and
sharing supplies, however little they had.
As one survivor, Daw Thaung, said, ‘If |
say '| am building a house, everyone
comes to help. And | would do the same
for them.'

We are part of that community through
our giving and our prayers. Our
compassion and generosity allowed our
partners in Myanmar to support the
communities’ recovery efforts and to
equip survivors with vital resources.
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As a member of DEC (the Disasters
Emergency Committee) Christian Aid
delivered life-saving food, clean water
and shelter to some of the worst hit
families. It also made cash grants to
families empowering them to determine
their own priorities. Mobility aids and
specialist assistance were provided
where appropriate. ‘With support we
got a safe home, said a couple who had
been forced to sleep outside for a
month in monsoon rains while aware of,
and terrified by, the presence of
poisonous snakes in the area. These
families said, ‘It wasn't receiving the cash
assistance to
rebuild that

2 mattered most, it

| was the generosity
behind it’. The
support meant
more about
kindness from
human to human
than just the
money.

Christian Aid has commented, ‘A year
after the earthquake in Myanmar,
families are overcoming hardship with
courage and resolve. Your solidarity
with our global neighbours puts faith
and hope into action!

We must always remember our global
family whilst giving thanks for all our
blessings.

Claire Wilcox
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ARCHBISHOP SARAH AT ST LAURENCE'S

During her visit to the Diocese of One of those present at the confirmation
Hereford in October the Archbishop of service later shared her impressions with
Canterbury, the Most Revd and Rt Hon her readers in The Times

Dame Sarah Mullally visited Ludlow and

took part in two special services at St In Ludlow on Saturday | attended a
Laurence’s - a celebration of lay ministry Service in which 40 people were

and the confirmation of forty people, confirmed into the Church of England.
Moved by the nervous line of candidates

- from little girls in white dresses to
besuited men - | reflected how our
hunger for ritual and rites of passage can
_ never be quenched by the online world.
" We want to belong, to be chosen, to
feel (in modern parlance) ‘seen’.

four of them members of our own
congregation, including Angie Jones,
shown here with the Archbishop after
the service.

As the priest cupped the heads of the
confirmation candidates, before each
was presented with a lit candle and holy
~ water was flicked around the

' congregation, | thought how the

® wellness industry has stolen from

i religious practice.

| Massage, aromatherapy, spas, tea-lights
... secular substitutes for the divine.
Finally, as the newly initiated were
greeted by proud families, posing for
photos outside a church they felt was

now truly theirs, | wished that | too had
faith.

Janice Turner
The Times, |5 October 2026

Lord when anxiety rises And trust you completely

And my heart feels unsettled When worry feels overwhelming

| turn to You Remind me that you are near

Quiet the thoughts that race And that | am not alone.

And calm the fear | cannot name, Over my heart with peace, Lord,
Help me breathe deeply, And hold me steady in this moment.
Rest fully,
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sy Victoria Allen 2

Funeral Services

AnIndependentFamily Business
Pre- Paid Funeral Plans
Home Visits Always Available

24 Hour Service

01584 879035

& www.ludlowmuseum.co.uk
@ buttercrossmuseum

) Ludlow Museum VLud IOL-U-

At The Buttercross MUSEUM
&, 07961277887 Buttercros

-

» e
NS
RORN

Open Friday to
Sunday including
Bank Holidays

ww.ludlowmarket.co.uk

Ludlow Market
@ ludlow.market
%:

Enjoy Seasonal Exhibitions
and Family Fun Trails

,01584 871970

Award-winning |
Regular and :
Specialty

Market, at the
heart of Ludlow
for over eight
centuries

Museum
Entry: £1.20
Children free

DAILY MARKETS EXCEPT

ff; Garden maintenance
I Michael Doyle
:m_f Plantsman

]:-

»"  Over30years’experience

07855 930641

doylemj56@gmail.com

22 Coder Road,
Ludlow Business Park,
Ludlow SY8 1XE

01584 877399

Graphic Design * Colour/B&W Copying * Digital Printing
Business & Personal Stationery * Business Cards * Banners
NCR Sets & Invoice Books * Calendars * Wedding Stationery
Binding Comb & Wire * Laminating * Rubber Stamps

QUALITY PRINTING, SENSIBLY PRICED

printing@theinkspot-ludlow.co.uk
www.theinkspot-ludlow.co.uk

COME VISIT IN STORE
FOR

* WOOL

+ COTTON FABRICS

+ WADDING /

INTERFACING

* RIBBON

* BUTTONS

* PATTERNS

* EMBROIDERY THREADS

* HABERDASHERY

* WORKSHOPS

AND MUCH MORE

FOR WORKSHOPS, PLEASE
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

VISIT US AT

13 BROAD STREET,
LUDLOW, SY8 1NG
01584 872988

WWW.THEWOOLSHOPLUDLOW.CO.UK

lﬂ VWAL DB 08 THEWOOL S R DLAW

ATIEWOEL S0P LU O

MAN AND VAN TRANSPORT

. Single items Sheds, garages

lm Full loads & barns cleared

AN House removals Fully insured

Ty RN i removal  Waste licence

32

Local and long distance

07940 031 580

Based in Ludlow




EVERGRLEEN IMMORTALS

In St George’s Churchyard in Clun,
Shropshire grows a magnificent ancient
yew tree estimated to be around 2,000
years old and the oldest tree in
Shropshire. Measuring over 10m (34ft)
in girth this fine specimen, while healthy
now, has clearly undergone many
changes. It now comprises ‘three main
stems with complete bark cover
growing out of the remains of the
original circle of wood’. It has stood
tall, guarding the churchyard since
mediaeval times. If it could speak, it
would surely have stories to tell.

There are many yews across the UK,
each with its own unique story and
heritage. The English yew, Taxus
baccata, is an evergreen tree commonly
found in and associated with burial
grounds. Some are hundreds, even
thousands of years old. The yew at
Fortingall in Perth and Kinross is
believed to be over 5,000 years old
making it one of the oldest trees in
Europe. Many of these ancient yews
predate the churchyards where they
grow and have strong ties to pagan,
Celtic and Druidic traditions. Yews are
steeped in rich and sometimes dark
folklore. Known as the ‘tree of the
dead’ it is thought that they were
planted in sacred places to watch over
the dead and guide their passage to the
other side.

The yew is known for its longevity and
habit of rooting from branches that
droop to touch the ground, further

cementing their status as a tree of death

and rebirth. All parts of the tree are
toxic to humans - it features in the
witches’ brew in Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Yews all over the UK live for hundreds
of years, passing down their stories,
legends and history.The Kingley Vale
yews in West Sussex are supposedly
haunted by local soldiers who died in a
great battle with invading Vikings and
were buried where the yew trees now
stand. Then there are the bleeding yews
of Nevern Church in Pembrokeshire
which appear to be continuously
bleeding red sap from their trunks. One
endearing explanation is that they bleed
in sympathy with Jesus and his
crucifixion.

Most yews don’t need much
management and they generally like to
be left alone. However, clearing anything
over their root plate and underneath
the trees as well as any ivy growing up
the trunk will give them the best
conditions to thrive. To learn more go
to the Love Your Yew VWeek page on
Caring for God’s Acre’s website.

Kaitlyn Elverson
Engagement Officer, Nature in Sacred
Places Project (NiSP)

Clun yew - photo Tim Hills
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THLE NATIVITY

The selection of Christmas cards on
display and available to buy at The Shop
at St Laurence covers a pretty broad
church! Goats, squirrels, hares and
hedgehogs are found next to wintery
scenes, snowy trains and ice skaters
galore. Then there are ballerinas, a herd
of guinea pigs and at least two London
buses decorating some of the cards.

The most important of course are the
cards with images showing the Nativity -
of which we have a plentiful selection -
from a Nativity taken from a late
mediaeval book of hours to versions by
old masters and modernist artists.
Stained glass depictions from around
Europe and St Laurence’s itself, and
modern illustrations join the selection.
The tables are currently loaded with
cards, but they do sell quickly once
people realise December is approaching!

THE SHOP

ST LAURENCE LUDLOW
The Shop at St Laurence

Mobile: 07833 866485

www.theshopatstlaurence.co.uk gy N TH E S H O P

ST LAURENCE LUDLOW



_4®L | Remembrance Sunday is the day
A, we remember the sacrifice of those
1 [ I who gave their lives so that we
' -__:;_;:":-"; could live in peace, it mirrors what
T\

i e YA Christ did for us when he gave his life
Mausa Mﬂkes so that we could live in peace with God.

Jesus said:

th ds J id: “No one can have
s e e greater love than

"It is more blessed to give to give his life for
than to receive.” i
his friends.”

Colossians 3:2¢ John 15-13

Remember
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ON WORRING WITH YOUNG PLEOPLEL

The Ilatest letter from Revd Gary
Bowness’ elderly Anglo-Catholic
vicar, Eustace, to his nephew Darren,
a low-church curate

The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

It is quite natural for you curates to
enjoy working with young people in
your parishes; church youth clubs were
created in order to keep the newly
ordained off the streets in the evenings.
But be assured you will grow out of it. |
consent to baptise babies and prepare
teenagers for confirmation, but beyond
that my contact with this alien life form
is kept to an absolute minimum.

Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly Pram
Service - whose sole purpose seems to
be to give young mothers an
opportunity to discuss the ever-changing
liaisons within the village, while their
offspring shred hymn books and destroy
the flower arrangements. | drop in from
time to time in order to check that the
more mobile haven’t found where we
hide the matches. An infant equipped
with that knowledge can so easily
become a teenage pyromaniac.

| can give you little advice on your youth
group. When | was a curate, the major
activity seemed to be to teach them
how to wear gas masks, although today |
imagine there is more concern about
protecting them from other sorts of
exotic chemicals. Also, | suspect you are
kept busy keeping the young out of the
darker corners of the churchyard as

they develop their anatomical
knowledge — a pastime still
enthusiastically pursued by each new
generation.

You clearly find your monthly Youth
Service a deeply enriching experience.
As far as | am concerned, if such a
liturgy had been necessary, then
Cranmer would have provided us with
it. Endlessly repeated choruses
accompanied by a guitar would make me
warm to the Quakers. | am sure St
Paul’s services would have been much
enriched with Hymns Ancient and
Modern. The disciples in hiding in
Jerusalem were not even able to sing
accompanied by an organ, which must
have greatly dispirited them. | also feel
that our Verger would be unable to
cope with organising the strobe lighting
and dry ice effects. It takes him all his
time to remember to light the candles
on the altar.

On this we must differ. You must
worship God in your way, and | in His.

Your loving uncle,

Fustace
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PARISH DIRECTORY

LudlowSt Laurence Parish Office
Stephen House, 2 College Street, Ludlow, Shropshire. SY8 AN
e-mail: office@stlaurences.org.uk website: www.stlaurences.org.uk Telephone: 01584 872073
Interim Vicar: Mark Inglis 07456 651795
Licensed Lay Minister: Caroline Culley 07557 983940
Lay Pastoral Worker: Paul Kemp 07785 254568

Ludlow St Laurence Ludlow St John

Parish Office 01584 872073 Parish Office  Nicky Luck 872073
Office Administrator Nicky Luck Churchwarden  Mijke Beazley 873570
Finance Manager Anna Dunne -I:I’-Eeésglgce::etar Mike Beazley 873570
Gift Aid Secretary Martin Salmon Eloctoral Rolly Mike Beazley 873570
Social Media & Press Kate Garrett-Nield Sue Thomas 0792990067 |
Director of Music Michael Oakley

Custodian Matthew Lenthall Ludlow St Giles

Churchwarden  Merlin Unwin
merlin@merlinunwin.co.uk

PCC PCC Secretary  Karen Unwin

karen@merlinunwin.co.uk

Conservation Trust Chair  Sebastian Bowen

Churchwardens Dick Franks 892019

Lesley Harling 07309 263730
Assistant Michael Davies 07970 434822
Churchwarden
Electoral Roll Officer Dick Franks 892019

Safeguarding Officer  Dick Franks 892019

PCC Secretary  Lesley Harling 07309 263730 I.EST WE FORGET

Bible Reading Penelope Bridstrup 876992

Fellowship

Flowers Tower Parish Office 872073 COPY DEADLINE FOR THE
Captain Ludlow Richard Bracher 811514 NEXT ISSUE

Tower Lesley Harling 07309 263730

TUESDAY 6 NOVEMBER

There is no guarantee that material
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This new edition features over fifty stunning new
photographs enhancing Housman’s popular work
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" of A Shropshire Lad in which the

county’s stunning landscapes, scarcely
altered since Housman’s day, have
been matched with the stanzas on

each page. \ |
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The rural landscape of the beautiful Shropshire
countryside, from the bucolic Clun Valley to the bleak
- hills of Stiperstones, is sympathetically captured by one of
Shropshire’s finest photographers, John Hayward.

Available from the shop at St Laurence’s Church
and Castle Bookshop

- Visit www.merlinunwin.co.uk for all our titles
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	The turbulence of the late October storms may have consigned the long, hot, dry summer to a distant memory but its legacy is all around us. Some trees responded to the stresses of extreme weather by shedding their leaves early. Others are hanging on to their leaves later than usual and there is little sign yet of the colourful kaleidoscope of reds, oranges and yellow we associate with the autumn.
	Some things, though, do not change and, for most of us, November is the month to remember, a recurring theme in this month’s Ludlow Tower.  Many of the memories relating to Remembrance and Armistice are sombre but Mark, our Vicar, urges us (p5) to remember the good, Paul, our Lay Worker, celebrates (p11) the revival of a happy memory and we wonder (p25) about a grave in St Leonard’s Churchyard carefully tended more than 60 years after it was last used.  Clearly somebody remembers.
	Lesley Harling (Editor)
	07309 263730
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	REMEMBER ALL THAT IS GOOD
	As we approach Remembrance Sunday we remember our dead from wars of the past past and pray for peace – though there have been many other wars we have taken part in and other wars raging today. There will be towns in Russia counting their dead and towns in Ukraine keeping a tally of those who are defending their country and perhaps one day there will be a service to remember and give thanks all over Russia and all over Ukraine – naming just one conflict. Crosses, memorials and plaques will be lovingly commissioned and installed in towns and villages, churches and town halls from that war, for the soldiers, but also for the civilians killed in rocket and drone attacks. And they will be remembered, just as we do now. We remind our children and grandchildren that this is an important day, just one day set aside as special between Hallowe’en and Christmas when we all pause, just for a few moments, in the midst of busy lives with all of our own successes and failures, sadnesses and joys, to remember others long gone.
	The Royal British Legion says:
	You are all welcome to our churches, and places of worship - those of any faith and of no faith, those who believe in God, those who are not sure and those who are certain that God does not exist - because we are united at least for a little while, in sacred acts of remembrance. You are all welcome.
	Remembrance honours those who serve to defend our democratic freedoms and way of life. We unite across faiths, cultures and backgrounds to remember

	As I get older, memories sometime play tricks on me – there are things in the past I cannot quite recall, and things I did yesterday I cannot recall at all. That’s the way of things as we age.  There is great power in remembering in our spiritual lives as well. But here too we forget the things we need to remember and remember the things we should forget. Instead of reminding ourselves that God loves us and has a purpose and plan for our lives, we focus on our mistakes and problems.
	The God who created us knows how easily we forget what’s most important: we forget who he is; we forget what he has done in our lives; we forget the hundreds of promises he has made to us. And some of us have forgotten the power and importance of the resurrection.
	So remember all that is good in your lives, as we also remember the absolute worst that humanity can do. And remember this: you are always invited by God to get to know him; you are always invited to come to church to get to know him; you are always invited to talk and to pray with him.  It’s up to you whether you accept that invitation.
	Revd Mark
	Please tell us a bit about yourself.
	What is
	special about
	St John’s for you?
	What was your first impression of St Laurence's?
	How do you spend any spare time?
	Most memorable holiday experience?
	What might we be surprised to know about you?


	Open tea at st laurence
	FROM THE   REGISTERS
	At St Laurence’s
	Funerals & memorial services
	16 October        Alan Powell
	(Ludlow Cemetery)
	19 October        Bernard Angell
	(Ludlow Cemetery)
	Baptisms
	4 October        Nevaeh Turner
	Herbie Gower

	LUDLOW
	BENEFICE
	PRAYEr

	MEETING
	When:
	11am on the second Saturday of each
	month
	Where:
	St Giles Church, Ludford
	Next meeting:
	Saturday 14 November
	Members of the three churches of the Ludlow Benefice, St Giles’, St John’s and St Laurence’s, are invited to come together to pray for our churches, our  town, our interim Vicar Mark Inglis and the person who will follow him in due course to become the new Rector of Ludlow.

	OPENING UP MEMORIES
	harvest festival at St John’s
	A grain of sand at a time
	This autumn, do you feel overwhelmed with all the things that you need to get done?  Am I ‘ready for an emergency?  How many shopping days are there until Christmas?
	Then think of your life as an hourglass. There are thousands of grains of sand in the top of the hourglass; and they all pass slowly and evenly through the narrow neck in the middle.  We are like that hourglass.
	When we start in the morning, there are hundreds of tasks which we feel that we must accomplish that day. But if we do not take them one at a time and let them pass through the day slowly and evenly, as do the grains of sand passing through the narrow neck of the hourglass, then we are bound to break our own fragile physical and mental structure.  Do not attempt more than God designed you to do.


	THOSE GIANT AUTUMN HOUSE SPIDERS
	We’ve all been there – quietly relaxing at home, when suddenly a HUGE thing with LONG legs scuttles right by you.  You can’t help but jump and, if you are normal, scream.  What just scared you was a fully grown adult male Eratigena atrica, among the largest spiders in Central and Northern Europe.
	With a body length of 1.6cm and a leg span of up to 7.5 cm they are fast hitting speeds of up to half a metre per second.

	THE FORGE
	The Men’s Bible Study Group, which we call ‘The Forge’, has about a dozen members, who meet on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm in Stephen House.  Meetings always begin with a meal followed by some bible study and prayer, usually finishing just after 9.00pm.  The bible study is usually led by one of the leaders either focusing on a passage from the bible, following a recognised course, or preparing for the following Sunday Service theme.
	Usually there is some general discussion as the group aims to be a mutual support for members. There is a strong sense of belonging to the wider family of St Laurence’s which always features in the prayer time which is an important aspect of every meeting.
	The group began when a few young men who were baptised by the Rector (some in the river at Ashford Carbonel and others at the Easter Day Service) wanted to have greater understanding of the Christian faith.
	A couple of older members were invited, and it was made available to any man who had an interest in learning more about the Bible and deepening their Christian faith.
	The group certainly does not have a ‘sexist’ agenda but recognises that men (particularly young men) have certain difficulties and issues in today’s world and feels that Christian support in a male environment can be valuable for their wellbeing.
	Regular Thursday evening meetings in Stephen House 7 – 9 pm
	Meal, short general discussion, Bible Study, Prayer
	Encouragement to attend Services at St Laurence’s
	Encouragement to deepen faith and Christian Commitment
	Contact and support available on a WhatsApp group
	Contact Revd Mark on 07456 651795
	Ludlow Curtain Company

	Carpets
	Karndean
	Blinds
	Vinyl
	Curtains
	Beds
	www.capitol-carpets.co.uk Tel: 01584 873891


	LOCAL MAN
	Please call
	01584 892128
	07508 809710

	LUDLOW PALMERS AUTUMN LECTURES
	SUNDAY SERVICES in Ludlow
	a new name for shema
	The former ‘Shema’ prayer-craft group has re-invented itself into a ‘Craft Cafe’, with a strapline of ‘crafting with prayer.’
	We have hand crafted remembrance poppies and this year agreed to decorate a Christmas tree in the outer Bailey of the castle.  This requires skills of crochet, knitting and calligraphy.  How fortunate we are to have Kate in the group! She also knits beautiful mittens.
	The group embraces all kinds of crafts and all skill levels from beginners to experts.  It seems to have developed as a ‘safe space’: for some it is therapy and others come for prayer.  We meet on Fridays between 10 and noon.  As a work in progress we are open to new ideas about how we might continue to offer service to our neighbours in our ordinary, every day lives.
	Eileen Padmore
	padmoree@icloud.com

	LUDLOW LOCAL LISTING
	Artwork
	Books & Stationery
	Building Services
	Electrical
	Food
	If you use the services of any of our advertisers please mention that you found their details in the Ludlow Tower.
	Gardening
	IT Services
	Picture Framing
	Wanted
	Wellbeing

	ADVERTISING RATES 2026 - 27 (for 12 issues)
	Full page - £380
	Half page - £230
	Quarter page - £125
	Eighth page - £75
	Classified - £40
	Contact 01584 872073 or office@stlaurences.org.uk
	WHAT’S ON AT ST LAURENCE’S
	IN NOVEMBER
	Remembrance display  2 - 14 November
	in Lady Chapel
	Sunday 1
	Choral Evensong                   3.30pm
	Monday 2
	Open Tea                             3.00pm
	Solemn Requiem Mass for      7.00pm
	All Souls
	Sunday 8
	Act of Remembrance             10.50am
	(Peace Memorial
	Civic Remembrance Service   12.15am
	Wednesday 11
	Armistice Day Service            10.55am
	(Peace Memorial)
	Catwalk Collective Fashion     7.30pm
	Show
	Saturday 14 - Ludlow Piano Festival
	Open Piano                       10am-4pm
	Piano Recital                         7.30pm
	Scipione Sangiovanni
	Sunday 15
	Choral Matins                       11.30am
	Saturday 21
	Ludlow Orchestra Concert      7.30pm
	Sunday 22
	Celtic Prayer                           6.00pm
	Friday 27 - Winter Festival
	Beer & Pizza Evening        5.30-9.30pm
	Saturday 28 - Winter Festival
	Craft Fair                  10.00am-5.00pm
	Sunday 29
	Benefice Service at St John’s   10.00am
	Advent Carol Service             7.00pm
	Midweek
	Daily prayer
	Mondays & Fridays           10.30am
	Tower bells practice
	Mondays                   7.30-9.00pm
	Handbells practice
	Tuesdays                  5.30-7.15pm
	Choir practice
	Thursdays                 7.00-8.30pm

	Daily prayer                    9.30am
	Tea and Toast                  10.00am
	Holy Communion           11.30am
	Prayer Hour                    4.00pm
	fellowship
	For details of weekday fellowship groups meeting in Stephen House or in private homes please contact:
	Paul Kemp (Lay Pastoral Worker) 07785 254568
	For the latest news including last-minute changes go to
	https://stlaurences.org.uk


	REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AFTERNOON
	A GRAVE MYSTERY?
	When I became Chairman of the Friends of St Leonard’s last year, I understood that the cemetery had become full causing Henley Road Cemetery to be opened in 1915.  I knew that additional burials were made in existing plots in the following years and that there were some people who still had the right to choose to be buried with loved ones in the graveyard.  As far as we were aware, the last burials had been in the early 1920s.  We also believed that none of the graves in the churchyard were tended other than a handful that had been adopted by ‘Friends’.
	I was walking recently in a part of the site well away from the main path and could not help but notice a sparkling white headstone that had clearly been carefully cleaned.  I read the inscription and the last person, Margaret Emma Holt, was buried there in 1963 with her husband, Henry, who died in 1937 and her two-year old son, George, who had died in 1900 when the plot must have been purchased.
	I began researching the family.  Henry was born in Leominster in 1861 and by 1891 was working as a fishmonger, living in Castle Street with his barman brother George.  He married Margaret (born in West Derby, Liverpool) in 1898. By 1901 he was described as a fishmonger and game dealer living and working at 5 Church Street (now Aragon’s Restaurant).  Brother George went on to be the landlord of the Eagle in Corve Street (now Mortimers Restaurant, with Eagle Insurance next door).
	Clive Richardson
	Holt gravestone

	5 The Angel, Broad Street, Ludlow, Sy8 2PG
	WORTH THE WAIT
	Flowers dedicated in memory of a loved one

	One year on from an earthquake
	I am writing this as I munch a few crisps (feeling only a little guilt). Perhaps that's why I've gone for a story about something other than starvation this month. Whilst we may have an inkling of what real hunger feels like, through particular experiences, and even, following this summer, the danger of fire on dry ground, very few of us have lived through and can imagine the horrific realisation that we are experiencing an earthquake.  ‘Suddenly we felt the shaking,’ explains farmer Nann Mya.  ‘Right in front of us we saw our farm
	collapse.  Everyone lost something.’
	As a member of DEC (the Disasters Emergency Committee) Christian Aid delivered life-saving food, clean water and shelter to some of the worst hit families.  It also made cash grants to families empowering them to determine their own priorities. Mobility aids and specialist assistance were provided where appropriate.  ‘With support we got a safe home,’ said a couple who had been forced to sleep outside for a month in monsoon rains while aware of, and terrified by, the presence of poisonous snakes in the area. These families said, ‘It wasn't receiving the cash

	assistance to rebuild that mattered most, it was the generosity behind it’. The support meant more about kindness from human to human than just the money.
	In  March 2025 a terrifying 7.7 magnitude
	earthquake hit central Myanmar,
	destroying homes, businesses and farmland. Thousands were killed, tens of thousands made
	homeless. Local communities reacted immediately, helping neighbours and sharing supplies, however little they had. As one survivor, Daw Thaung, said, ‘If I say 'I am building a house, everyone comes to help. And I would do the same for them.'

	We are part of that community through our giving and our prayers. Our compassion and generosity allowed our partners in Myanmar to support the communities’ recovery efforts and to equip survivors with vital resources.
	Christian Aid has commented, ‘A year after the earthquake in Myanmar, families are overcoming hardship with courage and resolve. Your solidarity with our global neighbours puts faith and hope into action.’
	We must always remember our global family whilst giving thanks for all our blessings.
	Claire Wilcox


	This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times
	archbishop sarah at ST LAURENCE’s

	PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
	Victoria Allen Funeral Services
	01584 879035

	Garden maintenance
	Michael Doyle
	Plantsman Over30years’experience


	07855 930641
	doylemj56@gmail.com

	In St George’s Churchyard in Clun, Shropshire grows a magnificent ancient yew tree estimated to be around 2,000 years old and the oldest tree in Shropshire.  Measuring over 10m (34ft) in girth this fine specimen, while healthy now, has clearly undergone many changes.  It now comprises ‘three main stems with complete bark cover growing out of the remains of the original circle of wood’.  It has stood tall, guarding the churchyard since mediaeval times. If it could speak, it would surely have stories to tell.
	There are many yews across the UK, each with its own unique story and heritage. The English yew, Taxus baccata, is an evergreen tree commonly found in and associated with burial grounds.  Some are hundreds, even thousands of years old.  The yew at Fortingall in Perth and Kinross is believed to be over 5,000 years old making it one of the oldest trees in Europe.  Many of these ancient yews predate the churchyards where they grow and have strong ties to pagan, Celtic and Druidic traditions.  Yews are steeped in rich and sometimes dark folklore.  Known as the ‘tree of the dead’ it is thought that they were planted in sacred places to watch over the dead and guide their passage to the other side.

	The yew is known for its longevity and habit of rooting from branches that droop to touch the ground, further cementing their status as a tree of death and rebirth. All parts of the tree are toxic to humans - it features in the witches’ brew in Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
	Yews all over the UK live for hundreds of years, passing down their stories, legends and history.The Kingley Vale yews in West Sussex are supposedly haunted by local soldiers who died in a great battle with invading Vikings and were buried where the yew trees now stand. Then there are the bleeding yews of Nevern Church in Pembrokeshire which appear to be continuously bleeding red sap from their trunks. One endearing explanation is that they bleed in sympathy with Jesus and his crucifixion.
	Most yews don’t need much management and they generally like to be left alone. However, clearing anything over their root plate and underneath the trees as well as any ivy growing up the trunk will give them the best conditions to thrive. To learn more go to the Love Your Yew Week page on Caring for God’s Acre’s website.
	Kaitlyn Elverson
	Engagement Officer, Nature in Sacred Places Project (NiSP)
	Clun yew - photo Tim Hills
	the nativity

	Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
	ON WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE
	The latest letter from Revd Gary Bowness’ elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, to his nephew Darren, a low-church curate
	The Rectory
	My dear Nephew Darren,
	It is quite natural for you curates to enjoy working with young people in your parishes; church youth clubs were created in order to keep the newly ordained off the streets in the evenings.  But be assured you will grow out of it.  I consent to baptise babies and prepare teenagers for confirmation, but beyond that my contact with this alien life form is kept to an absolute minimum.
	Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly Pram Service - whose sole purpose seems to be to give young mothers an opportunity to discuss the ever-changing liaisons within the village, while their offspring shred hymn books and destroy the flower arrangements.  I drop in from time to time in order to check that the more mobile haven’t found where we hide the matches.  An infant equipped with that knowledge can so easily become a teenage pyromaniac.
	I can give you little advice on your youth group.  When I was a curate, the major activity seemed to be to teach them how to wear gas masks, although today I imagine there is more concern about protecting them from other sorts of exotic chemicals. Also, I suspect you are kept busy keeping the young out of the darker corners of the churchyard as
	they develop their anatomical knowledge – a pastime still enthusiastically pursued by each new generation.
	You clearly find your monthly Youth Service a deeply enriching experience.  As far as I am concerned, if such a liturgy had been necessary, then Cranmer would have provided us with it.  Endlessly repeated choruses accompanied by a guitar would make me warm to the Quakers.  I am sure St Paul’s services would have been much enriched with Hymns Ancient and Modern.  The disciples in hiding in Jerusalem were not even able to sing accompanied by an organ, which must have greatly dispirited them.  I also feel that our Verger would be unable to cope with organising the strobe lighting and dry ice effects.  It takes him all his time to remember to light the candles on the altar.
	On this we must differ.  You must worship God in your way, and I in His.
	Your loving uncle,
	Eustace

	PARISH DIRECTORy
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