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WELCOME 
 

We warmly welcome you to St Laurence’s, especially if you are a visitor or 

newcomer to our congregation.  

 

During communion all are welcome to come forward to receive if you have 

been baptised in any Christian church, all others are invited to come forward 

for a blessing. Please note communion will be offered in both kinds. Intinction 

by individuals is not permitted, following the hygiene guidance issued by the 

Church of England. 

 

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church, and everyone is welcome. If you need any 

assistance accessing our services, please ask one of the stewards. 

 

Children are always welcome in St Laurence’s and there is a children’s area in 

the North aisle with toys, games and art materials available for use at any 

time.  

 

A toilet, including facilities for people with disabilities, is in the North aisle of 

the Church. 

 

No Photography or Recording is allowed during this service. 

 

A donation to support the work of this church including gift aid envelopes can 

be placed in the basket either before the service begins or as you leave; 

donations made before the service will be presented at the appropriate point; 

your contribution is greatly appreciated. You can also donate by text, by 

sending STLL22 (add amount) to 70070, eg to donate £5, text STLL22£5 to 

70070. A contactless donation point is also available 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

 

 

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church in which all are welcome 
    

Picture on front cover: Saint Bartholomew a painting attributed to Giovanni Battista Benaschi 

 

If you use a hearing aid please switch to the ‘T’ position and you will 

be tuned into the induction loop system. 
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THE GATHERING 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 

All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, 

he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 
 

2. Pride of man and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buildeth, 

tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God's power, 

hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 
 

3. God's great goodness aye endureth, 

deep his wisdom, passing thought: 

splendour, light, and life attend him, 

beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore 

from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 

4. Daily doth th' Almighty giver 

bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

his desire our soul delighteth, 

pleasure leads us where we go. 

Love doth stand 

at his hand; 

joy doth wait on his command. 
 

5. Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call 

one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Robert Bridges 1844-1930 MICHAEL 

based on the German of Joachim Neander1650-1680  
 

 

 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the     Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sit 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God's love 

revealed in Word and Sacrament 

let us call to mind our sins. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon      and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If you are able, please stand  
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

Glory be to God in heaven, 

peace to those who love him well; 

on the earth let all his people 

speak his grace, his wonders tell: 

Lord, we praise you for your glory, 

mighty Father, heaven's king; 

hear our joyful adoration 

and accept the thanks we bring. 
 

2. Only Son of God the Father, 

Lamb who takes our sin away, 

now with God in triumph seated 

for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 

Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 

Saviour, you are God alone 

in the glory of the Father 

with the Spirit: Three-in-One! 
 

Michael Perry 1942 - 1996 ODE TO JOY 

 

 

 

COLLECT  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 

to pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon 

us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 

conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not 

worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please sit 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 

Isaiah 51.1-6 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

    you that seek the Lord. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

    and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father 

    and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

    but I blessed him and made him many. 

For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

    he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

    her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

    thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 

Listen to me, my people, 

    and give heed to me, my nation; 

for a teaching will go out from me, 

    and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

    my salvation has gone out 

    and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, 

    and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

    and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

    the earth will wear out like a garment, 

    and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

but my salvation will be for ever, 

    and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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We say antiphonally 
 

PSALM 138 Confitebor tibi 
 

I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: even before the gods 

will I sing praise unto thee. 

2. I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, because 

of thy loving-kindness and truth: for thou hast magnified thy Name and 

thy word above all things. 

3. When I called upon thee, thou heardest me: and enduedst my soul with much 

strength. 

4. All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord: for they have 

heard the words of thy mouth. 

5. Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord: that great is the glory of the Lord. 

6. For though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: as for 

the proud, he beholdeth them afar off. 

7. Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me: thou shalt 

stretch forth thy hand upon the furiousness of mine enemies, and thy right hand 

shall save me. 

8. The lord shall make good his loving-kindness toward me: yea, thy 

mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever; despise not then the works of thine 

own hands. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Romans 12:1-8 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 

the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For 

as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 

same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 

teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 

leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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If you are able, please stand 
 

GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 

say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 

answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 

answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not 

to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ 
 

Please sit 
 

SERMON 

A silence is kept 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are able, please stand  
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THE CREED 
 

We believe in one God,           

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the Prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Please sit  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The response after each bidding 
 

Lord in your mercy  or   Lord hear us 

Hear our prayer     Lord graciously hear us 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

If you are able, please stand 
 

THE PEACE  
 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.   
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2. Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

3. Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips, and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

4. Take my silver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

5. Take my will, and make it thine: 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart: it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure-store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 
 

Francis Ridley Havergal 1836-1879 NOTTINGHAM 
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER E 
 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our great high priest. 

He offered himself to you as the Lamb without blemish, 

the acceptable gift that gives you perfect praise. 

At the Last Supper, seated with his apostles, 

he left this memorial of his passion 

to bring us its saving power until the end of time. 

 

In this great sacrament you feed your people 

and strengthen them in holiness, 

so that throughout the world the human family 

may be enlightened by one faith 

and drawn together in one communion of love. 

We come to this foretaste of your heavenly banquet 

to be transformed by your grace 

and restored in the image and likeness of the risen Christ. 

Therefore earth unites with heaven 

to sing a new song of praise; 

we too join with angels and archangels 

as they proclaim your glory without end: 
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS 
 

Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord, 

In power and wisdom for ever adored! 

The earth and the heavens are full of your love; 

Our joyful hosannas re-echo above! 
 

2. Blessèd, most blessèd, all blessèd is he 

Whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free; 

Who comes in the name of the Father of light, 

Let endless hosannas resound in the height. 
 

Michael Forster b.1946  SLANE 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 

until you come in glory. 
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Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 

comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with St Laurence, St John, St Giles and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Please sit 
 

Silence is kept 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Every time we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

O Lamb of God, come cleanse our hearts 

and take our sin away. 

O Lamb of God, your grace impart, 

And let our guilty fear depart, 

Have mercy, Lord, we pray. 

Have mercy, Lord, we pray. 
 

2. O Lamb of God, our lives restore, 

Our guilty souls release. 

Into our lives your Spirit pour 

And let us live for evermore 

In perfect heav’nly peace, 

In perfect heav’nly peace. 
 

Michael Forster b.1946 REPTON 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

 

The people receive communion.  
 

Communicant members of any Christian Church are welcome to receive communion 

here. All others are invited to come for a blessing, holding this service sheet. 
 

Silence is kept  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

God of all mercy, 

in this eucharist you have set aside our sins 

and given us your healing: 

grant that we who are made whole in Christ 

may bring that healing to this broken world, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen 
 

If you are able, please stand 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in 

faith and love, and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing          of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 

with you always. Amen.  

  

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

binding all the church in one; 

holy Zion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 
 

2. All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved of God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody; 

God the One-in-Three adoring 

in glad hymns eternally. 

3. Laud and honour to the Father, 

laud and honour to the Son, 

laud and honour to the Spirit, 

ever three, and ever one, 

one in might and one in glory, 

while unending ages run. 
 

tr J M Neale 1818-1866 WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
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 ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Toccata from Suite Gothique Op. 25 Leon Boellmann, 1862-1897 

  

This suite, particularly the popular Toccata, is a staple of the organists' repertoire. Its 

principal theme, usually played on the pedals, occurs throughout the piece, finally 

appearing loudly in octaves, i.e. played by both feet. 

 

 

Please join us for coffee after the service 

 

Today at 6pm 
 

Celtic Prayer 
 

Next Sunday’s Services 
 

8.15am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

11.15am  Benefice Eucharist at St Giles’ 
 

 

An inclusive church welcoming everyone 

 
 

 

Copyright acknowledgements 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England and Common 
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copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. This 
order of service has been produced within the terms of copyright for use in the parish 

church of Saint Laurence, Ludlow, in the diocese of Hereford. 


