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WELCOME

We warmly welcome you to St Laurence’s, especially if you are a visitor or
newcomer to our congregation.

During communion all are welcome to come forward to receive if you have
been baptised in any Christian church, all others are invited to come forward
for a blessing. Please note communion will be offered in both kinds. Intinction

by individuals is not permitted, following the hygiene guidance issued by the
Church of England.

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church, and everyone is welcome. If you need any
assistance accessing our services, please ask one of the stewards.

Children are always welcome in St Laurence’s and there is a children’s area in
the North aisle with toys, games and art materials available for use at any
time.

A toilet, including facilities for people with disabilities, is in the North aisle of
the Church.

No Photography or Recording is allowed during this service.

A donation to support the work of this church including gift aid envelopes can
be placed in the basket either before the service begins or as you leave;
donations made before the service will be presented at the appropriate point;
your contribution is greatly appreciated. You can also donate by text, by
sending STLL22 (add amount) to 70070, eg to donate £5, text STLL22£5 to
70070. A contactless donation point is also available

Thank you for your support

If you use a hearing aid please switch to the ‘T’ position and you will
be tuned into the induction loop system.

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church in which all are welcome

Picture on front cover: The Assumption of the Virgin is the second of two paintings on the same subject by
the Italian Baroque painter Annibale Carracci. Painted in 1600-1601, it is an altarpiece for the church of Santa
Maria del Popolo in Rome.



THE GATHERING
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Jesus, where’er thy people meet,

there they behold thy mercy-seat;
where’er they seek thee thou art found,
and every place is hallowed ground.

2. For thou, within no walls confined,
inhabitest the humble mind;

such ever bring thee when they come,
and, going, take thee to their home.

3. Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few,
thy former mercies here renew;
here to our waiting hearts proclaim
the sweetness of thy saving name.

4. Here may we prove the power of prayer
to strengthen faith and sweeten care,

to teach our faint desires to rise,

and bring all heaven before our eyes.

5. Lord, we are few, but thou art near;
nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear:
O rend the heavens, come quickly down,
and make a thousand hearts thine own!

William Cowper 1731-1800 WAREHAM

THE GREETING

In the name of the i Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Please sit



PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God's love
revealed in Word and Sacrament
let us call to mind our sins.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

ABSOLUTION
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon ¢ and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If you are able, please stand



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory be to God in heaven,

peace to those who love him well;
on the earth let all his people
speak his grace, his wonders tell:
Lord, we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven's king;

hear our joyful adoration

and accept the thanks we bring.

2. Only Son of God the Father,
Lamb who takes our sin away,
now with God in triumph seated
for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Saviour, you are God alone

in the glory of the Father

with the Spirit: Three-in-One!

Michael Perry 1942 - 1996 ODE TO JOY
COLLECT

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and
pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running
the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and
be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please sit



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 56.1, 6-8

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed.

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—

these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 67 Deus misereatur
We say antiphonally

God be merciful unto us, and bless us: and shew us the light of his
countenance, and be merciful unto us:

2. That thy way may be known upon earth: thy saving health among
all nations.

3. Let the people praise thee, O God: yea, let all the people praise thee.

4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad: for thou shalt judge the folk
righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.

5. Let the people praise thee, O God: let all the people praise thee.

6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase: and God, even our
own God, shall give us his blessing.

7. God shall bless us: and all the ends of the world shall fear him.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Romans | 1.1-2a, 29-32

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

| ask, then, has God rejected his people!? By no means! | myself am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew for the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

If you are able, please stand

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 15.21-28

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you O Lord.



Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, ‘| was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before
him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.” He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, ‘YWoman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

Please sit
SERMON
A silence is kept
If you are able, please stand
THE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The response after each bidding

Lord in your mercy or Lord hear us
Hear our prayer Lord graciously hear us

And at the end

Merciful Father

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

If you are able, please stand
THE PEACE

Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

OFFERTORY HYMN

In Christ there is no east or west,
in him no south or north,

but one great fellowship of love
throughout the whole wide earth.

2. In him shall true hearts everywhere
their high communion find;

his service is the golden cord,

close binding humankind.

3. Join hands, then, children of the faith,
whate’er your race may be;

who serves my Father as his child

is surely kin to me.

4. In Christ now meet both east and west,
in him meet south and north;

all Christlike souls are one in him,
throughout the whole wide earth.

John Oxenham 1852-1941 TALLIS’S ORDINAL
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places

to give you thanks and praise,

holy Father, heavenly King,

almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For he is our great high priest,

who has loosed us from our sins

and has made us to be a royal priesthood to you,
our God and Father.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

11
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS

Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord,

In power and wisdom for ever adored!

The earth and the heavens are full of your love;
Our joyful hosannas re-echo above!

2. Blessed, most blessed, all blessed is he

Whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free;
Who comes in the name of the Father of light,

Let endless hosannas resound in the height.

Michael Forster b.1946 SLANE

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,

who, in your tender mercy,

gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;

who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered

a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world;

he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,

and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,

we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,

may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
12



Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,

in remembrance of the precious death and passion,

the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension

of your dear Son Jesus Christ,

we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

Grant that by his merits and death,

and through faith in his blood,

we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins
and all other benefits of his passion.

Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,

to offer you any sacrifice,

yet we pray that you will accept this

the duty and service that we owe.

Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Please sit

Silence is kept
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Every time we eat this bread

and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

AGNUS DEl

O Lamb of God, come cleanse our hearts
and take our sin away.

O Lamb of God, your grace impart,

And let our guilty fear depart,

Have mercy, Lord, we pray.

Have mercy, Lord, we pray.

2. O Lamb of God, our lives restore,
Our guilty souls release.

Into our lives your Spirit pour

And let us live for evermore

In perfect heav’nly peace,

In perfect heav’nly peace.

Michael Forster b.1946 REPTON
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GIVING OF COMMUNION

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

The people receive communion.

Communicant members of any Christian Church are welcome to receive communion
here. All others are invited to come for a blessing, holding this service sheet.

Silence is kept
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord of all mercy,

we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace:

by our communion

keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel

and preserve us from all sin;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

POST COMMUNION COLLECT

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen

If you are able, please stand
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THE DISMISSAL
THE BLESSING

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in
faith and love, and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing M4 of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:

in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

2. O loving wisdom of our God! 6. And in the garden secretly,

When all was sin and shame, and on the cross on high,

a second Adam to the fight should teach his brethren, and inspire
and to the rescue came. to suffer and to die.

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 5. O generous love! that he, who smote

which did in Adam fail, in Man for man the foe,

should strive afresh against the foe, the double agony in Man

should strive and should prevail; for man should undergo;

4. And that a higher gift than grace /. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
should flesh and blood refine, and in the depth be praise:

God's presence and his very self, in all his words most wonderful,

and essence all-divine. most sure in all his ways.

John Henry Newman 1801-1890 GERONTIUS
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Fugue in C Major BWYV 564 J S Bach 1685-1750

Two weeks ago you heard the opening two movements of this tripartite work. The
concluding fugue is delightfully concise but has a curious oddity in that it seems to
run into the buffers at the end. One theory is that a page of the manuscript went
missing, and that a subsequent editor completed the movement - but perhaps not to
the standard Bach would have reached.

Please join us for coffee after the service
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Next Sunday’s Services
8.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Parish Eucharist

6pm Celtic Prayer
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Copyright acknowledgements

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England and Common
Worship: Pastoral Services material from which is included in this service are both
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. The quotations from Scripture contained
herein are from 7The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition,
copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. This
order of service has been produced within the terms of copyright for use in the parish
church of Saint Laurence, Ludlow, in the diocese of Hereford.
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