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WELCOME

We warmly welcome you to St Laurence’s, especially if you are a visitor or
newcomer to our congregation.

During communion all are welcome to come forward to receive if you have
been baptised in any Christian church, all others are invited to come forward
for a blessing. Please note communion will be offered in both kinds. Intinction

by individuals is not permitted, following the hygiene guidance issued by the
Church of England.

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church, and everyone is welcome. If you need any
assistance accessing our services, please ask one of the stewards.

Children are always welcome in St Laurence’s and there is a children’s area in
the North aisle with toys, games and art materials available for use at any
time.

A toilet, including facilities for people with disabilities, is in the North aisle of
the Church.

No Photography or Recording is allowed during this service.

A donation to support the work of this church including gift aid envelopes can
be placed in the basket either before the service begins or as you leave;
donations made before the service will be presented at the appropriate point;
your contribution is greatly appreciated. You can also donate by text, by
sending STLL22 (add amount) to 70070, eg to donate £5, text STLL22£5 to
70070. A contactless donation point is also available

Thank you for your support

If you use a hearing aid please switch to the ‘T’ position and you will
be tuned into the induction loop system.

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church in which all are welcome

Picture on front cover: The Transfiguration of Christ — Giovanni Bellini c| 480
National Museum of Capodimonte, Naples, Italy



THE GATHERING

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

| am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:

Bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain 3. When | tread the verge of Jordan,
whence the healing stream doth flow; bid my anxious fears subside;

let the fiery cloudy pillar death of death, and hell's destruction,
lead me all my journey through: land me safe on Canaan's side:

strong deliverer, songs and praises

be thou still my strength and shield. | will ever give to thee.

William Williams 1717-1791

CwM RHONDA
THE GREETING

In the name of the ¢ Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Please sit

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION



PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God's love
revealed in Word and Sacrament
let us call to mind our sins.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon ¢ and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If you are able, please stand
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory be to God in heaven,

peace to those who love him well;
on the earth let all his people
speak his grace, his wonders tell:
Lord, we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven's king;

hear our joyful adoration

and accept the thanks we bring.



2. Only Son of God the Father,
Lamb who takes our sin away,
now with God in triumph seated
for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Saviour, you are God alone

in the glory of the Father

with the Spirit: Three-in-One!

Michael Perry 1942-1996 ODE TO Joy

COLLECT

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and
govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works
of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both
here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please sit

THE LITURGY OF THE VWORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 55.1-5

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.



| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM [45. 14-end Exaltabo te, Deus
We say antiphonally

|4. The Lord upholdeth all such as fall: and lifteth up all those that are down.
15. The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord: and thou givest them
their meat in due season.

|6. Thou openest thine hand: and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
17. The Lord is righteous in all his ways: and holy in all his works.

|8. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him: yea, all such as call upon
him faithfully.

19. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear
their cry, and will help them.

20. The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but scattereth abroad all the
ungodly.

21. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh give
thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Romans 8.26-end

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he
justified he also glorified.
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What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us! He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else! Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

If you are able, please stand

GOSPEL READING
Matthew [3.31-33, 44-52
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you O Lord.

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.’

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
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put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this? They answered, ‘Yes.” And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

Please sit
SERMON
A silence is kept
If you are able, please stand
THE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The response after each bidding

Lord in your mercy or Lord hear us
Hear our prayer Lord graciously hear us

And at the end

Merciful Father

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

If you are able, please stand

THE PEACE
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



OFFERTORY HYMN

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,

for all things living thou madest good:

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2. Bless thou the labour we bring to serve thee,
that with our neighbour we may be fed.

Sowing or tilling, we would work with thee;
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

3. Father, providing food for thy children,
thy wisdom guiding teaches us share

one with another, so that rejoicing

with us, our brother may know thy care.

4. Then will thy blessing reach every people;
freely confessing thy gracious hand.
Where thy will reigneth no one will hunger;
thy love sustaineth; fruitful the land.

Albert F Bayley 1901-1984 BUNESSAN
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER E

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

10



It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ our great high priest.

He offered himself to you as the Lamb without blemish,
the acceptable gift that gives you perfect praise.

At the Last Supper, seated with his apostles,

he left this memorial of his passion

to bring us its saving power until the end of time.

In this great sacrament you feed your people

and strengthen them in holiness,

so that throughout the world the human family

may be enlightened by one faith

and drawn together in one communion of love.

We come to this foretaste of your heavenly banquet
to be transformed by your grace

and restored in the image and likeness of the risen Christ.
Therefore earth unites with heaven

to sing a new song of praise;

we too join with angels and archangels

as they proclaim your glory without end:

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS

Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord,

In power and wisdom for ever adored!

The earth and the heavens are full of your love;
Our joyful hosannas re-echo above!

2. Blessed, most blessed, all blessed is he

Whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free;
Who comes in the name of the Father of light,

Let endless hosannas resound in the height.

Michael Forster b.1946 SLANE

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,

until you come in glory.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with St Laurence, St John and all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ,and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Please sit

Silence is kept
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Every time we eat this bread

and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, come cleanse our hearts
and take our sin away.

O Lamb of God, your grace impart,

And let our guilty fear depart,

Have mercy, Lord, we pray.

Have mercy, Lord, we pray.

2. O Lamb of God, our lives restore,
Our guilty souls release.

Into our lives your Spirit pour

And let us live for evermore

In perfect heav’nly peace,

In perfect heav’nly peace.

Michael Forster b.1946 REPTON
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GIVING OF COMMUNION

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

The people receive communion.

Communicant members of any Christian Church are welcome to receive communion
here. All others are invited to come for a blessing, holding this service sheet.

Silence is kept

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy Father,

who gathered us here around the table of your Son

to share this meal with the whole household of God:

in that new world where you reveal the fullness of your peace,
gather people of every race and language

to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

POST COMMUNION COLLECT

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen

If you are able, please stand

THE DISMISSAL
THE BLESSING

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in
faith and love, and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing M of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always. Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Alleluia, alleluia,

praise the everlasting King.

2. Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;

praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia,

glorious in his faithfulness.

Henry Francis Lyte 1795-1847

Toccata in C BWYV 564

THE DISMISSAL

RECESSIONAL HYMN

3. Father-like, he tends and spares us,
well our feeble frame he knows;

in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:

Alleluia, alleluia,

widely as his mercy flows.

4. Angels, help us to adore him;

ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space:
Alleluia, alleluia,

praise with us the God of grace.

PRAISE MY SOUL
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
J S Bach1685-1750

This is the first movement of a unique work - the Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C,
which Bach probably wrote around 1715. There are no other examples of Bach

inserting a slow movement between a toccata and a fugue.

The lovely Adagio has

been arranged for nearly every possible instrument, but you will have heard it in the
original form for organ before this service. The fugue will be heard dfter the

morning Eucharist in two weeks’ time.

Please join us for coffee after the service

Next Sunday’s Services
8.15am

10am

Holy Communion (BCP)

Parish Eucharist

15



We are a A ﬁOCHA

FAIRTRADE
CHURCH

®

ECO 2 CHURCH

S
00017

FAIRTRADE
FOUNDATION

o>
Urch arocna

Copyright acknowledgements

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England and Common
Worship: Pastoral Services material from which is included in this service are both

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. The quotations from Scripture contained
herein are from 7he New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition,

copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. This

order of service has been produced within the terms of copyright for use in the parish
church of Saint Laurence, Ludlow, in the diocese of Hereford.
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