
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 11 MAY 2025 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

PARISH EUCHARIST 10am 
 

Revd Andrew Body President & Preacher 
  

Michael Oakley Director of Music  

Richard Walker Organist 

The Choir of St. Laurence’s  
  



   2 
 

WELCOME 
 

We warmly welcome you to St Laurence’s, especially if you are a visitor or 

newcomer to our congregation. Please be aware that this service will be live-

streamed and the recording will be available on YouTube afterwards. 

 

During communion all are welcome to come forward to receive if you have 

been baptised in any Christian church, all others are invited to come forward 

for a blessing. Please note communion will be offered in both kinds. Intinction 

by individuals is not permitted, following the hygiene guidance issued by the 

Church of England. 

 

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church, and everyone is welcome. If you need any 

assistance accessing our services, please ask one of the stewards. 

 

Children are always welcome in St Laurence’s and there is a children’s area in 

the North aisle with toys, games and art materials available for use at any 

time.  

 

A toilet, including facilities for people with disabilities, is in the North aisle of 

the Church. 

 

No Photography or Recording is allowed during this service. 

 

A donation to support the work of this church including gift aid envelopes can 

be placed in the basket either before the service begins or as you leave; 

donations made before the service will be presented at the appropriate point; 

your contribution is greatly appreciated. You can also donate by text, by 

sending STLL22 (add amount) to 70070, eg to donate £5, text STLL22£5 to 

70070. 
 

Thank you for your support 

 

 

St Laurence’s is an inclusive church in which all are welcome 
 

 
Picture on front cover:  Peter restores Tabitha to life 12th century mosaic 

               Palatine Chapel, Palermo, Sicily 

If you use a hearing aid please switch to the ‘T’ position and you will 

be tuned into the induction loop system. 
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THE GATHERING 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

in a believer's ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

and drives away his fear. 
 

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

and calms the troubled breast; 

'tis manna to the hungry soul, 

and to the weary rest. 
 

3. Dear name! the rock on which I build, 

my shield and hiding-place, 

my never-failing treasury filled 

with boundless stores of grace. 
 

4. Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 

my Prophet, Priest, and King, 

my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 

accept the praise I bring. 
 

5. Weak is the effort of my heart, 

and cold my warmest thought; 

but when I see thee as thou art, 

I'll praise thee as I ought. 
 

6. Till then I would thy love proclaim 

with every fleeting breath; 

and may the music of thy name 

refresh my soul in death. 
 

John Newton 1725-1807 ST PETER 
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the     Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Please sit 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy 

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon      and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

If you are able, please stand 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass of St Thomas  David Thorne b 1950 
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COLLECT  
 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise 

us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we 

may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please sit 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 

Acts 9.6-43 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 

Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she 

became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 

upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 

there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without 

delay. ’So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 

him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 

showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 

them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 

turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and 

seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling 

the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known 

throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in 

Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 23 Dominus regit me. 
 

The Choir sings 
 

The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing. 

2. He shall feed me in a green pasture: and lead me forth beside the waters of 

comfort. 

3. He shall convert my soul: and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, 

for his Name's sake. 

4. Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
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5. Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me: thou 

hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

6. But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Revelation 7.9-17 
 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 

hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 

four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshipped God, singing, 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and 

power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, 

and where have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that 

knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great 

ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 

 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 

night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter 

them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat;  for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their 

shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

If you are able, please stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

1st time Choir 

2nd time Choir & Congregation  
 

 
 

The Choir sings 
 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
 

Repeat Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL READING 

John 10.22-30 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John   
 

 

 

 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the 

Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told 

you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify 

to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My 

sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What 

my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of 

the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Please sit 
 

  



   9 
 

SERMON 
 

Silence is kept 
 

If you are able, please stand 
 

 THE CREED 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the Prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 
 

Please sit  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The response after each bidding 
 

Lord in your mercy  or   Lord hear us 

Hear our prayer     Lord graciously hear us 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

If you are able, please stand 
 

 THE PEACE  
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.   
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his 

and he is mine for ever. 
 

2 Where streams of living water flow 

my ransomed soul he leadeth, 

and where the verdant pastures grow 

with food celestial feedeth. 
 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me, 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home rejoicing brought me. 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 
 

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 

thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and O what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 

thy goodness faileth never: 

good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house for ever. 
 

H W Baker 1821-1877 DOMINUS REGIT ME 
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

Wise and gracious God, 

you spread a table before us; 

nourish your people with the word of life 

and the bread of heaven.  Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER E 
 

The Lord be with you     

and also with you.      
 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mass of St Thomas  David Thorne b 1950 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
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Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with [N and] all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please sit 
 

Silence is kept 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mass of St Thomas  David Thorne b 1950 
 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The people receive communion.  
 

To the words of distribution the communicant replies Amen. 
 

Communicant members of any Christian Church are welcome to receive communion 

here. All others are invited to come for a blessing, holding this service sheet. 
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ANTHEM 

The Choir sings 
 

My shepherd is the living Lord, 

nothing therefore I need, 

in pastures fair with waters calm 

he sets for me to feed. 

He did convert and glad my soul 

and brought my mind in frame 

to walk in paths of righteousness 

for his most holy name. 

Through all my life thy favour is 

so frankly showed to me 

that in thy house for evermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 

That in thy house for evermore 

my dwelling place shall be. Amen 
 

Thomas Tomkins 1572-1656 

Silence is kept  
 

POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen 
 

If you are able, please stand when directed 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make 

you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 

well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing          of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the Name of Christ. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  

 

All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this our song shall ever be; 

for we have no hope, nor Saviour, 

if we have not hope in thee. 
 

2. All for Jesus, thou wilt give us 

strength to serve thee, hour by hour; 

none can move us from thy presence 

while we trust thy love and power. 
 

3. All for Jesus, at thine altar 

thou wilt give us sweet content; 

there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee 

in the solemn sacrament. 

4. All for Jesus, thou hast loved us; 

all for Jesus, thou hast died; 

all for Jesus, thou art with us; 

all for Jesus crucified. 
 

5. All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this the church’s song must be, 

till, at last, we all are gathered 

one in love and one in thee. 
 

W J Sparrow-Simpson 1859-1952 ALL FOR JESUS 

 

 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Lasst uns erfreuen Op. 81, No. 2  Flor Peeters 1903-1986 

 
 

 

 

 

Please join us for coffee after the service 
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Next Sunday’s Services 
 

8.15am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

10am  Parish Eucharist 
 

11.30am Choral Matins 
Responses: Ayleward 

Canticles: Stanford in B flat 

Anthem: 'O Thou the Central Orb' - Charles Wood. 

 

6pm  Celtic Prayer 
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An inclusive church welcoming everyone 
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