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It is one of the delights of the English 

language, especially for school students 

set the task of writing a poem, that it 

throws up unexpectedly memorable 

rhymes.  If the ceremonial opening of 

parliament in 1605 had been scheduled 

for the spring would we still be marking 

Guy Fawkes Day 619 years later?  

Remember, remember the fifth of May, 

or April, just does not have the same 

resonance or memorability. 

As the writer of our clergy letter this 

month (p5) points out, November is the 

month to remember and in this issue of 

the Ludlow Tower we reflect on the 

remembrance of the tragedies and 

sacrifice of war (p11) and we learn 

about a part of our church building 

(p29) which lay forgotten for many 

years, and which remains a mystery to 

this day.  On a lighter note our old 

friend Uncle Eustance marvels at the 

long memories of the congregations of 

the parishes surrounding St James the 

Least (p38).   

Finally we ask you (p17) to remember,  

remember the 24th of November. 

Lesley Harling (Editor) 

 07309 263730 

This month’s cover: 
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Foot Health Practitioner 
Angie Lennox 

07977 108391 for Appointments 

Toenail cutting  
Corn & callus removal   

Athlete’s foot 

Foot massage 

Home visits available 

Diploma Level 4 

Registered & fully 
insured 

Skip Hire, Waste Management & 

Recycling 

Tenbury Wells, Ludlow, Leominster, Craven Arms and 
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the month for remembering 

The Hebrew scriptures frequently say 

things like ‘Remember whose you are’ 

and  ‘Remember the Sabbath Day and 

keep it holy’.  The ten commandments 

follow.  That means: 

 behave morally and treat others with 

respect 

 remember you were once aliens in a 

foreign land so don’t oppress aliens 

in your land 

 be generous to those in need 

November is the 

month for 

remembering.  The first 

is All Saints Day.  

Remember with 

thanksgiving those 

whose lives by the 

grace of God have been 

pointers to the timeless 

goodness of eternity.  

All Souls Day follows 

on the second when we 

think of those whose 

memory we treasure, 

giving thanks for all they have meant to 

us.  We pray that the loving God will 

forgive any shortcomings and grant 

them peace. 

By contrast the fifth  of November has 

become a day of fun with fireworks and 

bonfires.  But it comes with a caution.  It 

originated in an attempt to blow up our 

system of government.  So we 

remember the darker side of failing to 

deal with political differences with 

respect for the complexity of finding a 

system all can live with. 

A few days later comes the eleventh of 

November when the country comes to 

a halt for two minutes at the eleventh 

hour to remember those who have died 

in war.  Closely associated with that is 

Remembrance Sunday which is not a 

glorification of war but a solemn 

remembering of the sacrifice paid by so 

many to bring peace to a fractured 

world.  It is also a reminder of the need 

to reconcile former enemies. 

In the church the time 

between All Saints Day 

and the first Sunday of 

Advent - the beginning 

of a new church year 

and the first of four 

Sundays of preparation 

for Christmas - is 

known at the Kingdom 

Season.  We reflect with 

joy on Christ the King 

and look forward to 

the time when how he 

is seen on earth is at 

one with his glory in heaven.   

So, in November we look back with 

thanksgiving for all the saints and those 

whose lives have brought us to where 

we are.  We look forward in trust that 

the grace of God will continue to work 

through those who respond to the 

opportunities they are given. And 

because God is as he is we are full of 

hope as we pray for the grace to adjust 

our lives so that we can play our part in 

making the world less destructive and 

more Christlike. 

Revd David Roberts 

Look at the past.   

Think of the future. 

Live the present. 
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Alexandra House 
Diamond Life Healthcare 

 

Fully trained carers provide high-quality 
personalised care 

We provide 
Domiciliary Care     24-hour Live-in Care     Domestic Care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are always looking for reliable caring staff 

Please ring and speak to our friendly team 

01584 872233 
Email - diamondlife@btconnect.com 

Website - www.diamondlifehealthcare.co.uk 
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Up the path they came, with walkers, 

sticks and in wheelchairs: the group from 

one of the Care Homes who attended 

the second of our Tea Services at         

St John’s.  They joined some of our more 

regular congregation in an afternoon 

service which is, for those who come, 

more manageable than a full Eucharistic 

service in the morning. 

The short service,  followed by tea and 

cake, included  young parents with their 

children.  Somehow, all fit well together 

both children and elderlies making their 

distinct contributions.   

During the talk, an interjection came 

from one in the congregation, a man in 

his nineties, his voice still strong, ‘As 

someone brought up as a non-

conformist, who walked by this church 

countless times, I never thought I’d ever 

come into this building and find such 

beauty and the welcome we’ve received’. 

The silence that seemed to descend on 

the congregation during the 

administration of the Sacrament is a 

wonder - super-natural.  What a privilege 

to be involved. 

Revd Melia Cope, Caroline Culley, 

Sue Thomas  

 

A Prayer for the Elderly  

Lord God 

the giver of eternal life 

look with mercy on all whose increasing  

  years bring loneliness, distress, or     

  weakness: 

give them understanding helpers 

and the willingness to accept help 

and, as their strength diminishes,  

increase their faith and their assurance  

  of your love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

NEWS FROM ST JOHN’S 

Confirmation service 

Members of St John’s 

congregation supported 

Mara Fuller as she was 

confirmed by Bishop 

Richard on 29 September 

at Leominster Priory.  
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Extra Sunday services this month 

CHORAL EVENSONG 

3.30pm 

In the chancel 

Sunday 3 November 

First Sunday 

Celtic Prayer 
An Evening Liturgy 

St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow  

Fourth Sunday of the month 

6pm 
 

A simple service in a style used 
by the Iona Community 

Call Caroline on 

07557 983940  

Sunday 24 November 

Fourth Sunday 

CHORAL MATINs 

11.30am 

In the chancel 

Sunday 17 November 

Third Sunday 

Open tea at  

st laurence 
First Monday in the month at 3pm.   

All welcome. 

Monday 4 NOVEMBER 

First Monday 
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The lord’s prayer - a meditation 

The Rt Revd Michael Bourke continues his 

meditation on the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

This is the second of three reflections 

on the Lord’s Prayer.  In the first we 

focused on God in heaven and the 

kingdom of God.  Today we come down 

to earth: Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Earth is not heaven: This earth is 

God’s good creation.  It reflects the 

beauty and glory of God.  It is 

connected to heaven, and open to 

heaven.  God’s will can be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  But earth is also a 

place of suffering, failure and death.  We 

must seek to do God’s will and make 

the earth a better place, more like 

heaven.  But beware of worshipping the 

things of creation – pleasure, wealth, 

knowledge and earthly glory – as if they 

were God.  The environmental crisis is 

revealing that the good earth cannot 

sustain the demands of the ever-

expanding human appetite.  Created 

things cannot satisfy our longings 

because they are not God. ‘Lord, thou 

hast made us for thyself, and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in thee’. 

Daily bread: The prayer ‘Give us this 

day our daily bread’ takes a realistic view 

of the nature of our life on earth.       

We ask for basic survival rations, the 

necessities of life.  For today, now; not 

for the foreseeable future, because we 

cannot know what tomorrow may bring. 

The modern view of the world can 

make us feel very tiny.  Amid the vast 

dimensions of the universe and the 

myriad of stars, we are so microscopic.  

And what possible significance can there 

be in our brief life measured against the 

billions of years since the big bang?  The 

Lord’s Prayer teaches us that God’s view 

of Creation is quite different.  God’s 

attention is focused on each day.  What 

we think and say and do, and what we 

are here and now, matters as much as 

the geological ages of evolution.  Each 

day is different, and a single day can 

make all the difference.  ‘Give us this day 

the necessities of this life.  And with it give 

us the spiritual sense to make the best of 

this unique opportunity, so that your will 

may be done here on earth – not perhaps, 

or at some remote time in the future, but 

here in my life, now, today.’   

Earth is open not only to heaven, but 

also to the possibilities of evil.  Each day 

also gives us the opportunity to face up 

to things that have gone wrong here on 

this earth and begin to put them right.  

But that takes us into the dangerous 

zone of the next meditation.  
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History repeats itself 

A Christian poet once wrote, ‘History 

repeats itself; it has to - no-one listens!’.  

These are words we do well to 

remember in our current international 

climate, with wars in the Middle East and 

Ukraine.  As we remember the great 

conflicts of the 20th century and the 

political context that led to those wars 

there has been some progress, in the 

west at least.  A lot of the warlike 

rhetoric and posturing, the appeal to 

patriotism and the sense of our 

individual identities being tied up with 

national ones now seems strange and 

dated.   

At the time, these attitudes combined 

with the arrogance of empire were a 

toxic combination that led to the 

horrific conflict with the loss of so many 

lives.  However, elements of these 

attitudes remain.  We always prefer our 

own tribe.  There is an alienation that 

has opened people to the rise of the far 

right with its attempt to blame all our 

ills on immigration.  A knowledge of 

history shows where these things can 

end up. 

 

Christians are instructed to pray for our 

political leaders and to live in peace 

where we can, but one of the things that 

got the early Christians into trouble was 

their political subversion.  There will 

always be elements of our culture and 

politics we want to affirm, but there will 

be others we want to challenge.  Early 

Christian worship declared that Caesar 

wasn’t Lord; Jesus was.  That sort of talk 

could (and did) get them killed.  The 

personal security that sustained this 

courage was a conviction that they were 

first and foremost citizens of heaven.  In 

Jesus they had experienced the power 

of the other country breaking into their 

experience.  We remember our national 

tragedies and sacrifice on Remembrance 

Day.  But every Sunday we remember a 

tragedy and sacrifice that turned into a 

glorious victory: Christ’s death.  It points 

us to the ultimate powerlessness of 

violence to achieve real change.  It 

subverts the doctrine that might is right.  

Sadly, it may take a lot of bloodshed for 

that to come home to Hamas, 

Hezbollah, the Israeli government and 

the Russian army. 

Bishop Richard 

We will remember them 

Sunday 10 November - Remembrance Day 

 10.50am   Wreath Laying Service at Peace Memorial 

 11.15am  Civic Service at St Laurence’s Church 

Monday 11 November - Armistice Day 

 11.00am  Act of Remembrance at Peace Memorial 

 11.00am  Service of Remembrance St Leonard’s churchyard 
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FROM THE REGISTERS  

At St Laurence’s                At St John’s  

Funerals and Memorial Services      Funeral      

20 September   John Garbett            5 September   Rosemary Ann Andow  

1 October     Anne Pearman 

            (Ludlow cemetery)          

4 October     Susan Bradley  

Baptisms                  

22 September  Rowan Oliver Woodfield   13 October  Albert George Rogers  

29 September  Celina Maria Grace Mann            Arlo Poole 

 Feeling a little lost using technology?  

 Need help using the internet?   

 Nervous about using a computer?  

 Frustrated about being left behind as 

everything seems to be online these 

days?  

Getting to grips with the internet means 

you can keep in touch with friends and 

family, get up-to-date information and 

see the latest news, have shopping 

delivered to your door and better 

manage your health and finances.  

Shropshire Council’s Digital Skills 

Programme has 25 digital hubs offering 

help to use laptops, mobile phones or 

tablets.  Learning slowly, taking small 

steps and having the time to practise are 

keys to success. 

The programme is delivered by 

experienced, friendly digital volunteers 

based in Shropshire Libraries, including 

Ludlow Library, and local community 

organisations.  Free data and devices are 

available for those in greatest need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'I felt left behind and knew I needed to 

do something to bring myself up to 

date,” said Peter, who has benefited from 

the programme.  “My digital volunteer 

was so knowledgeable and patient.  His 

kindness helped me to realise that I 

knew a lot more than I thought I did.  

Getting out of the house each week to 

learn something new gave me a boost 

and I thoroughly enjoyed my sessions”. 

For more information visit 

www.shropshire.gov.uk/computer-skills-

for-all  

email Susie.Hancock@shropshire.gov.uk 

or telephone 01743 253958. 

Getting to grips with the internet 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/computer-skills-for-all
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/computer-skills-for-all
mailto:Susie.Hancock@shropshire.gov.uk
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Goods and produce 
donated by 40 local 

businesses were 
arranged by the 

St Laurence’s flower 
team then passed on to 

Hands Together 
Ludlow and Ludlow 

Food Bank 



15 

 

 Introducing ... 

Tell us a bit about yourself. 

I am Emily Chilton.  I have lived in 

Ludlow all my life and have very fond 

memories of growing up here.  There 

was such a lovely community spirit - 

everyone knew everyone and looked 

out for each other.  I loved playing in the 

old cattle market and spending all 

summer down Linney by the river.   

I was at school here and went to college 

to do business admin, just because that 

was what my mates were doing.  When I 

was 16 my grandad died and around 

then I developed anorexia and went into 

an eating disorder clinic in Stafford.  The 

turnaround came when they told me 

that I wouldn’t be able to have children, 

which I had always wanted.   

When I went back to college my sister 

Charlotte joined me on the same 

course.  After college I worked at 

Barclays Banks (which I hated), at 

Kingfisher Leisurewear (which I also 

hated) but then at Swifts, the Castle 

Buttery and Bakers in Tower Street, 

where I was part of a lovely team and I 

stayed for ten years, working part time 

after my daughter Faith was born.   

First impressions of St Laurence’s? 

Memories of carol services.  My family is 

Irish Catholic so I used to go to Mass 

and Sunday School at St Peter’s but I still  

love Midnight Mass at St Laurence’s - 

coming out into the cold after the 

service with the church lit up and 

everyone in good spirits is just magical. 

What is your role at St Laurence’s? 

I work in the Icon Coffee Shop.  I was 

‘head hunted’ when it opened.  I was 

working as a cleaner at the time and I 

wasn’t sure 

about 

working with 

the public 

but cleaning 

was quite 

lonely so I 

said ‘yes’ on 

the spur of 

the moment.  

And it’s been 

great working here with such a lovely 

group of girls. 

One feature of St Laurence's which 

is special for you? 

The atmosphere first thing in morning 

when it’s just me in here.  It is so 

peaceful - and the acoustics are amazing   

How do you spend spare time? 

Being out on my own with my music on 

my earphones, running or power-

walking.  And I do love my football.  I 

play for Tenbury Ladies.  Faith, who is 

now 13,  plays for them too so it can be 

tricky when we’re playing in different 

places on a Saturday.  I’ve just started 

playing golf and I’m really enjoying that 

too. 

Which is your most memorable 

holiday experience? 

My friend Amy’s wedding in Benalmadina, 

especially the inflatable tyre ride the day 

after the wedding!  There were thirty of 

us and it was Faith’s first trip abroad – 

she was just four.   

What might we be surprised to 

know about you? 

I go out running every morning around 

5.30am, rain or shine, light or dark.    
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SUNDAY 3.30pm 

 

 

 

Come and listen to the 

Choral Diversity 

community choir singing 

FRIDAY 5.30-9.30 
 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us for a 

relaxing evening while 

waiting for the tractors 

to arrive. 

The Ludlow Winter Festival has established itself as a 

worthy successor to the Mediaeval Fayre, wiped out by 

Storm Arwen in 2021.  The good people, and businesses, of 

the town have pulled together, with Ludlow Town Council, 

to create a new tradition with a strong emphasis on 

community involvement.  

And St Laurence’s contribution is central to the festive fun 

as the church hosts events over three days, aiming to offer 

something to please everyone.   

Here is a taste of what you can enjoy when you join us on  

FRIDAY 22 - SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER   

WINTER FESTIVAL AT ST LAURENCE 

There is so much going on at our Winter Fair that you 

could spend the whole day at St Laurence’s for just £1 

Special this year - Ding Dong Bell 

Learn about bell ringing 

Visit the tower to see St Laurence’s 

bells close up 

Watch them being rung  

Have a go on the Ambergate miniring 

Listen to the handbell ringers play 

SATURDAY 10.00-5.00 

Craft Fair  

 40 stalls with hundreds of  

 beautiful items 

 Ideal for Christmas gifts 

Food and drink 

Hot soup       Tea & coffee       Beer & wine 

Jacket potatoes   Cakes & mince pies  Soft drinks 

Grand tombola 

Fantastic prizes 

Children’s activities 

Games    Crafts 
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Anglican 

St Laurence, College Street 

8.15am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

10am    Parish Eucharist      

For livestream/recording - link at 

https://stlaurences.org.uk/live-stream 

11.30am Choral Matins  

       3rd Sunday  

3.30pm  Choral Evensong 

       1st Sunday   

6pm    Celtic Prayer - evening liturgy 

       4th Sunday 

5th Sun  Joint benefice service  

       with St John’s  

Contact   

 office@stlaurences.org.uk  

 01584 872073 

St John, Gravel Hill  

10am  1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 

    Holy Communion 

      2nd & 4th Sundays 

    Morning Worship 

5th Sun Joint benefice service  

      with St Laurence’s 

Contact 

 kelvin.price@stlaurences.org.uk 

 07545 438892  

St Giles, Ludford 

11.15am 1st Sunday  

       Family Worship 

       2nd & 4th Sundays 

       CW Holy Communion 

       3rd Sunday  

       Lay-led  Worship 

Contact 

 ashfordspa@outlook.com 

 

 

Ludlow Baptist Church 

10.30am    Sunday worship  

Contact     

hello@ludlowbaptistchurch.org.uk   
 

Ludlow Elim 

10.30am     Service at Elim  

11.30am    Online 

Contact 

 www.ludlowelim.com 07791 483284 

 dainpritchard@googlemail.com 
 

Ludlow Methodist Church 

10.30am    Sunday worship  

Contact 

 Ludlowmethodist@outlook.com  
 

Ludlow Quakers 

10.30am     Meeting for worship 

Contact   

 Cynthia Prior   01584 831855 
 

St Peter's Roman Catholic Church 

Mass  11.00am  Sunday    

     9.30pm   Monday-Friday 

     6.00pm   Saturday (Sunday Vigil ) 

Morning prayer   

     9.15am   Monday-Friday    

      9.45am   Saturday 

Contact 

 st.peters.ludlow@talktalk.net 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES in Ludlow 

mailto:ludlowmethodist@outlook.com
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Poets’ corner: William henry davies 

Leisure 

What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 

 

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars like skies at night. 

 

No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 

 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

William Henry Davies  

(1871-1940)  

Born in Newport, 

Gwent, the son of 

an iron moulder 

Davies led an 

unconventional life 

before becoming a 

poet.   

He was raised by 

his paternal  

grandparents after his father died and 

his mother remarried, was arrested fro 

stealing handbags at the age of 12 and 

left school at 14 to be apprenticed to a 

picture framer but he did not settle.  

His love of the outdoors and a strong 

wanderlust led him to spend most of 

his twenties as a hobo in North 

America, begging and picking up casual 

work, until an accident while train-

hopping resulted in the amputation of 

one leg.   

Returning to the UK Davies continued 

to live the life of a down and out, mainly 

in London.  Unfit for physical labour he 

turned to writing to earn a living, 

publishing 20 collections of poems as 

well as the popular prose work 

Autobiography of a Supertramp.  Many 

of his poems reflect themes of hardship 

and poverty, as well as the search for 

meaning and beauty in the natural 

world.  They are written in a simple, 

direct style frequently celebrating the 

ordinary.  Davies became one of the 

most popular poets of his day and was 

awarded an honorary doctorate by the 

University of Wales.  His admirers and 

friends included George Bernard Shaw, 

Edward Thomas and Osbert Sitwell. 

This poem may strike a chord with 

some of our readers, perhaps bringing 

back memories of learning it by heart at 

school.  If you have a favourite poem 

which you would like to share please 

send it to 

office@stlaurences.org.uk 
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LUDLOW LOCAL LISTING 

Books & Stationery 

Castle Bookshop 

5 Castle Street Ludlow 

Booksellers and Stationers           Free ordering service 

01584 872562      castlebookshop@btconnect.com 

Teme Valley Insurance Brokers 

For your Home, Car, Business or Farm quote 

Call Mark or Sue on 01584 290055 

enquiries@temevalleyinsurance.co.uk 

Insurance Services 

Dan Pritchard Garden Services 

Fully insured - reliable - experienced - competitive.  Lawn mowing / hedge cutting / tree 

surgery / pruning / turfing / planting / landscaping.  Call Dan on 07779182636.  Covers 

Ludlow and surrounding areas.   

Gardening 

Ian Mackay 

Quick response, local and reliable.  No-obligation fixed quotes.  Domestic installation and 

repairs.  Landlord & homeowner safety inspections.  Condition reports for house sales. 

Contact Ian Mackay on 07736 303297 or email ian.gf.mackay@gmail.com  

Electrical  

Artwork 

Ludlow Castle Gallery 

Quality affordable picture framing and artwork.  Fast friendly service.  Unusual gifts and 

cards.  Find us just before the Castle Cafe or contact on 01584 878527 

Myriad Organics                     22 Corve Street  01584 872665  myriad-organics.co.uk 

Ludlow's widest range of organic produce: fruit & veg, wholefoods, groceries, meat & dairy, 

vegan & vegetarian, natural cleaning products, bodycare & cosmetics.  Waste-free shopping 

options & refills for cleaning products. Local delivery and our popular organic box scheme. 

Food 
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Reynolds of Ludlow furniture 

Wanted by local collector and researcher; any condition considered; will collect. 

Good prices offered.   

Tel: 07967 134116. 

Wanted 

Frames by Sebastian 

Bespoke picture framing 

6a Pepper Lane 

Tel:  07815 111554 

Picture Framing 

Matthew Lenthall IT Services 

Computers, phones and all things technical.  Support and maintenance. 

12a Corve Street, Ludlow  07828 081163 or 01584 877946 

matthew@matthewlenthall.co.uk 

IT Services 

Wellbeing 

Silver Lantern Counselling     www.silverlanterncounselling.co.uk  

A confidential space with someone trained to listen and be with you as you explore your 

experience.  Discover how counselling can help.  Arrange a free 15-minute initial telephone 

consultation.  Call Julia on 07785 473785.  Email: info@silverlanterncounselling.co.uk  

ADVERTISING RATES 2024 - 25 (for 12 issues) 
 

Full page - £370 

Half page - £225 

Quarter page - £120 

Eighth page - £70 

Classified  - £42 

Rates for part-year available on request 

Contact the Parish Office on 01584 872073 or 

office@stlaurences.co.uk 

If you use the services of any of our advertisers please mention 

that you found their details in the Ludlow Tower. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silverlanterncounselling.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2cf7f98f14d249e4f20008dc65c6f458%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638497152412308771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
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WHAT’S ON AT ST LAURENCE’S  

In NOVEMBER 

Until Sunday 3 November   

Lady Chapel display       10am-5pm 

Ludlow Quilters and Stitchers     

Saturday 2            7.00pm 

Solemn Eucharist for All Souls       

Sunday 3              3.30pm 

Choral Evensong             

Monday 4               

Open Tea              3.00pm 

Wednesday 6          6.00pm 

Holy Communion (Common Worship) 

Thursday 7 - Sunday 17  

Lady Chapel display for    10am-5pm 

Remembrance         

Friday 8              

Now that’s what I call      7.30pm  

Piano - Joe Thomson 

Saturday 9  

Piano concert           7.30pm  

 Jeneba Kanneh-Mason 

Sunday 10 - Remembrance Sunday 

No 8.15am service 

Holy Communion (BCP)    9.00am 

Peace Memorial service     10.50am 

Civic Remembrance Service 11.15am 

Tuesday 12 

Intercessory prayer group   10.30am 

Wine tasting             7.30pm 

Saturday 16            7.30pm  

Ludlow Orchestra concert 

Sunday 17              

Choral Matins            11.30am 

Sunday 24                

Celtic Prayer             6.00pm  

          

MIDWEEK 

Daily prayer        

  Mondays               9.30am 

Holy Communion 

  First Wednesday in month  6.00pm 

Tower bells practice 

  Mondays            7.30-9.00pm 

Handbells practice 

  Tuesdays            5.30-7.15pm 

Choir practice     

  Thursdays           6.00-8.30pm 

WEDNESDAYS AT 

ST JOHN’S 
Daily prayer             9.30am 

Tea and toast            10.00am 

Holy Communion        11.30am 

Prayer Hour            4.00pm 

 

For the latest news about services 

and events, including any last-

minute changes go to 
 

https:// 

stlaurences.org.uk/google-calendar/ 

Friday 22    5.30-9.30pm 

Beer, pizza, music & poetry 

Saturday 23 10am-5pm 

Craft Fair          

Sunday 24    3.30pm 

Mistletoe Magic Concert 
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Seafood bar 

now open Friday & 
Saturday 

Open Wed  & Thur 10am-1pm 

Fri & Sat 10am-3.30pm 

Victoria Allen 

Funeral Services 

An Independent Family Business 

Pre- Paid Funeral Plans 

Home Visits Always Available 

24 Hour Service 

01584 879035 

Garden maintenance 
Michael Doyle 

Plantsman 

Over 30 years’ experience 

07855 930641 
doylemj@hotmail.co.uk 
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Longtime residents of Ludlow often 

comment on the significant drop in the 

number of swifts arriving with the May 

Fair and screaming around town for 

three months before 

disappearing from our skies for 

another year.  These very special 

birds are now on the UK Red List 

of threatened species and the supply of 

insects for them and other insectivorous 

birds and their chicks was a great 

concern for many across the UK this 

year.   

So it was a welcome, if 

unexpected, surprise when 

Peta Sams of the Ludlow 

Swift Group climbed the 

tower to check the swift 

boxes installed in the tower 

of St Laurence’s.   

Inspection revealed that four boxes had 

been used for breeding this year - the 

most since the first boxes were installed 

10 years ago.  Several other boxes 

showed signs of nest building – 

swifts come back to the same 

nest site every year but do not 

breed until they are 3-4 years old 

so maybe in 2025. 

In one box an egg was found away from 

the site of the nest.  Perhaps it was 

kicked out accidentally or perhaps the 

parents knew it wasn’t viable.  Swifts 

typically have only two or 

three chicks in a single 

brood each year so any 

recovery in numbers will be 

a slow process but 2024 can 

be considered a successful 

season for St Laurence’s 

swift colony. 

Christmas cards sold in aid of the Conservation Trust 

are available in the Shop at St Laurence’s or they can 

be ordered at £5.75 per pack of 5 plus £1.90 p&p by  

emailing info@ludlowpalmers.uk or  

calling/texting Karen Blake on 07887 710140.   

Conservation trust for 

st laurence ludlow 
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If they only knew  

We take the NHS for granted.  We 

know we can rely on its services when 

we are seriously ill, following an accident 

and for the many jabs offered to keep us 

well.  It may take longer to fix a GP 

appointment, but we will get one. 

In many parts of the world, however, 

that is not the case.  Over the past 10 

years in Ethiopia Christian Aid has 

worked to increase access to 

comprehensive reproductive health 

services by 30% focusing on the most 

vulnerable.  Part of the ASURE (Access, 

Service and Utilisation of Reproductive 

Health) project has been educational, 

ensuring that teachers, parents and 

community and faith leaders are fully 

aware of the reproductive health needs 

of young people as well as the aims of 

the project. 

Most importantly Christian Aid always 

works to ensure that innovations and 

new developments to services are 

embedded in local communities.  We all 

hope that our donations will be spent 

wisely to meet the needs of 

communities, but also that they have had 

a say in reaching the decisions made for 

their future.  Christian Aid works 

through community structures such self-

help groups, schools and faith groups as 

well as local authorities. 

What was the impact of the project?  

Local communities reported a significant 

increase in women consulting health 

care facilities - more than 50% of the 

target group accessed family planning.  

Not only that but Christian Aid 

acknowledged the importance of 

challenging cultural gender and sexual 

norms which were preventing women 

from accessing crucial services and 

women’s groups now feel able to 

participate in public life as well seeking 

out services 

Senait participated in the programme 

and said, "Family planning has made me 

healthier.  And for all women the 

solution is right in their hands, if they 

only knew".  Groups also set up saving 

and loan schemes which women could 

access to start small businesses.  

Christian Aid set up family sessions, 

where men were encouraged to support 

women as they learn more about the 

health services available at the same 

time as accessing services themselves 

including testing for STDs and HIV.  

There was a good response to all the 

initiatives as groups grew in confidence 

and became more knowledgeable.  

Action groups trained in tackling gender-

based violence are supporting victims, 

linking them to legal and medical 

services. 

Developments continue.  Let us 

remember these communities in our 

prayers and thank God for their hard 

work as they develop more insights and 

increase their outreach.  And thank God 

for the work of Christian Aid and local 

partners offering their ongoing support. 

Claire Wilcox 
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SHOEBOX APPEAL 2024 
Poyners in Broad Street is once again 

acting as a collection point for T4U’s 

nationwide shoebox appeal to provide 

Christmas gifts to vulnerable children and 

families in Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, 

Bosnia and Romania.  

Find an empty shoebox, decide who you’d 

like your box to go to (boy, girl, or family) 

and fill it with appropriate items.  For 

ideas of what to include and how to pack 

and label your box pick up a leaflet from 

Poyners or go online to: 

www.teams4u.com  

Please take your completed shoebox to 

Poyners by: 

Wednesday 20 November 
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Room without a view 

In the southeast corner of the sanctuary 

at St Laurence’s is a small L-shaped 

chamber, accessed through a doorway in 

the south wall, next to the reredos.  For 

decades, the chamber has been 

described as a ‘sacristy’ but its true 

purpose has remained conjectural for at 

least 300 years. 

Set within the thickness of the wall 

(4’6”) and sitting as it does in the corner, 

below the East Window and the 

Commandments Window, the chamber 

suggests purposeful masonic skill to 

deliver this space. 

In the 15th century (1440s) the chancel 

was extended by one bay and the 14th 

century reredos, moved to where we 

see it today.  In this period the spacious 

vestry was added to the north side of 

the chancel and the small chamber 

included within the wall.   

A small window set in the east wall of 

the chamber is from the 13th century.  It 

was salvaged, probably, from elsewhere 

in the church during reconstruction.  

Similar openings in 

medieval churches, 

known as low side 

windows, were normally 

placed in the south 

wall of the chancel, 

although variations 

occur.  Known as 

lychnoscopes, their 

purpose is uncertain, 

inviting varied explanation, including 

confessionals, lepers’ squints, alms 

distribution, scaring demons, lighting 

incense, lighting an anchoritic chamber 

and ringing the Sanctus bell etc. 

In 1215, Pope 

Innocent III 

decreed 

‘transubstantiation’ 

across the Catholic 

world, of which 

Ludlow was then 

part. Henceforth, 

Christ would 

literally be realised 

during communion through the bread 

and wine.  Not trusted to receive such 

precious gifts without spillage, 

congregations were excluded, whilst 

only clergy performed the Mass behind 

screens, delivering communion to the 

people only at Easter.  To signify the 

‘raising of the Host’, a bell would be 

rung - the Sanctus bell.  In 1281, 

Archbishop Peckham said those ‘… who 

have not the leisure to take part daily in the 

celebration of the Mass ...” may benefit by 

a bell sounding from the church. 

In 1724, artist William Stukeley 

suggested the chamber was a store for 

vestments and other holy treasures.  

By 1894, antiquary and clergyman, David 

Cranage (1866-1957) concluded an 

occupant could see into the chancel to 

ring the Sanctus bell at the appropriate 

moment, a theory supported by a more 

recent Ludlow historian David Lloyd. 

The true purpose of the chamber may 

never be known with certainty but 

signifying the raising of the host in 

medieval England, with the Sanctus bell 

offers a degree of credibility. 

Eric Griffiths 
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All of these customs came 

together in the first commercial 

printed ‘Christmas clock’ produced 

in Hamburg in 1902.  By 1904 a 

Christmas calendar ‘In the Land of 

the Christ Child’ was published as 

an insert in the Stuttgarter Zeitung 

newspaper, based on an idea by 

Gerhard Lang.  Lang spent time 

developing new versions of the 

Advent calendars - one in Braille, 

another with windows to open 

and, inspired by an Advent gift from 

his mother when he was a child, 

one with space for chocolates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here in the Shop at St Laurence, 

we have a wide range of Advent 

calendar designs from a German 

company, as well as small 

cardboard nativity sets.  We even 

have tiny Advent calendars and 

Advent cards that you can easily 

pop in the post.  All sorts of 

designs are available as calendars, 

from religious images of the Holy 

Family, festive scenes and animals 

to Father Christmas himself!  And 

don’t forget the Advent candles – 

‘let there be light!’.  

As the days get shorter, and the 

nights draw in, lighting a candle is 

one way of adding some light to 

counteract the darkness of winter.  

The end of the month brings the 

start of Advent, when the lighting 

of candles symbolises Christ, the 

Light of the world.  The four 

candles of an Advent wreath 

represent the four Sundays of 

Advent symbolising hope, peace, 

joy and love.   The Shop at St 

Laurence also has Advent candles 

featuring a numbered marker to 

move each day in the run-up to 

Christmas. 

Advent calendars help to brighten 

up the December days and lead us 

towards the 25th of December.  

We are in debt to the Germans for 

the modern Advent calendar.  In 

the early 19th Century, German 

Protestants marked each day of 

Advent by burning candles, or by 

using tally marks of chalk on the 

door or wall to count down the 

days of December.  People then 

started hanging up devotional 

images each day.  Little fir  trees 

served as advent trees, with a small 

star or flag being added every day.  

Some parents made ‘Christmas 

clocks’, with a round face divided 

into 12 or 24 segments, each 

segment adorned with a bible 

verse or a line from a hymn,  The 

clock hands could be moved one 

step each day of Advent. 

let there be light 

THE SHOP AT ST LAURENCE   Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
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Evening Christmas Party    
 

In St Laurence’s Church 

 
Wednesday 11th December 

6pm - 8pm 

Drinks, canapés and music 

 

 
Exhibition of quilts for 

Project Linus UK 

St Laurence’s Church 

21 October - 3 November 

Date for your diary 

141A  Vintage & Retro 
Collectables Centre 

Open Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat 

10am - 5pm 

Closed Tues & Sun 

141A Corve Street, Ludlow 
SY82PG   01584 877 572 

/141A @godsellmark 

 

Advertise your 

business in our 

award-winning 

magazine 
 

 See page 21 for rates 

 Contact 01584 872073 or 

office@stlaurences.co.uk 
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I was reading in John’s gospel recently 

about the feeding of the 5,000.  It’s a 

passage I am familiar with, but as often 

happens with passages in the Bible 

something different draws my attention 

each time I read it.  This time it was the 

instruction to the disciples to gather 

what was left over, followed by the 

sentence, ‘Let nothing be wasted’.  This 

struck a chord in my eco-worrier’s heart 

and took me back to family meals of my 

childhood. 

When I was young my family sometimes 

ate out in a nice restaurant to celebrate 

special occasions.  These events were 

rare enough to still be clear in my 

memory.  The food was lovely and 

excitement levels were high, but the 

thing that stands out most is my 

mother’s mantra ‘ We’ve paid for it, so 

you’ll eat it!’  We were ‘encouraged’ to 

empty our plate of every last morsel.  

Even now it breaks my heart if I cannot 

clean my plate when someone has given 

me a meal, no matter how full I am. 

 

 

 

 

 

But more important than not wasting 

money, or not valuing someone’s hard 

work in preparing a meal, is the principle 

of not wasting the earth’s resources.  We 

are so blessed in this country by having 

a plentiful supply of excellent and varied 

food.  Even with the rise in prices we are 

still so much better off than other parts 

of the world.  But do we squander this 

blessing? 

When the children lived at home, we 

cooked enough food for all of our family 

and any waifs and strays who might be 

around at mealtimes.  Once they had left 

home it took us some time to adjust to 

cooking for just the two of us.  My 

husband particularly has problems 

getting the quantity of rice correct.  In 

his student days he used an entire box 

of pudding rice to make a dessert for 

four people.  They ate that pudding for 

days, just adding more milk each time.  

He has never repeated that, but it’s easy 

to get carried away and forget that the 

more food we waste, the more 

resources we waste and the less we are 

caring for others and God’s creation. 

‘Let nothing be wasted’ is a good phrase 

to keep in our minds when shopping, 

cooking and eating.  

Hilary Walters  

Let nothing be wasted  
Notes from an eco-worrier 

Plan meals ahead. 

Make a shopping list - and stick to it 

when shopping.  

Freeze your left-overs. 

Measure portions. 

Check the temperature in your fridge. 

Freeze fruit and veg if you can’t use all of 

it in time. 

Top tips for avoiding food waste 
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Ludlow Curtain Company 
The Stables, Station Drive,  

Ludlow SY8 2PQ 

Tel 01584 875533 

ludlowcurtains@hotmail.co.uk 

Here for all your soft furnishing needs, 
from curtains and all types of blinds to 

cushions, upholstery and curtain 
poles. 

Fabrics now available on the roll. 

LOCAL MAN 
wishes to buy 

Antiques, Bric à brac, 

Collectables 

and  

Deceaseds’ Effects 

Please call 
01584 892128   07508 809710 
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It all started in the 

pub.  St Laurence’s, 

Ludlow with its 

imposing tower 

looking out over the 

south Shropshire 

countryside has a 

fine ring of ten bells 

and an enthusiastic 

band of bellringers.  

After one quarter 

peal the conversation turned from 

ringing on ten bells to ringing on twelve 

– a significant step in terms of the 

technical skill required and you may have 

to travel some distance to do so.  We 

could have gone to Kidderminster, 

Shrewsbury or Worcester but somehow 

we ended up in the Scottish Highlands, 

so hardly local to Shropshire!   

At the end of August a group of ringers 

who regularly ring at Ludlow headed 

north to the most northerly ring of 12 

in the world, located at the Tulloch 

Ringing Centre, near Fort William.  The 

Ludlow band has changed somewhat in 

the last few years with several ringers 

moving into the area.  So, in addition to 

ringing, this was an opportunity for the 

group to socialise and get to know each 

other better. 

There are two rings of bells at Tulloch, 

one of 12 bells and one of 8, alongside a 

simulator bell.  All the bells are very easy 

and pleasant to ring, and much lighter 

than St Laurence’s.  The heaviest (tenor) 

in the 12-bell ring weighs 7cwt (355kg) 

while the 8-bell tenor weighs 3 cwt 

(152kg).  For comparison the tenor back 

in Ludlow weighs 17 cwt (863kg). 

The programme for 

the week comprised 

practice sessions 

(for all abilities), 

quarter peal 

attempts and focus 

practices.  Some 

made use of the 

simulator to 

practise methods 

and striking and, of 

course, there were handbells.  Trips to 

ring at Inverness Cathedral and the 

majestic 10 bells at Inveraray were also 

arranged, enabling us to ring on different 

bells and experience the stunning 

Highlands scenery.  Some of the more 

intrepid ventured further east of 

Inverness to ring on the Forres mini ring, 

narrowly avoiding a close encounter 

with a deer on the road back 

afterwards. 

We scored 12 quarter peals in the week 

– and lost a few more.  The highlight was 

undoubtedly the quarter peal of Little 

Bob Maximus, which for a band that 

does not ring on 12 bells, was an 

excellent piece of ringing – a 

performance to be very proud of.  

The week was a resounding success.  It 

was particularly pleasing to see people 

develop their skills as well as seeing the 

group gel – with banter aplenty and the 

occasional dram of the amber nectar – 

as the week progressed.  We now need 

to think about how we take our ringing 

forward – but a trip back to the 

Highlands is very much on the cards! 

Paul Wells and Neil Pirie 

A SCOTTISH ODYSSEY 
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The Rectory 

St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

I suppose it had to come - parish 

mergers are now firmly on the agenda.  

I always wondered what the first Earl of 

Stowe was trying to prove, building a 

church here in 1347 to accommodate 

800 people when the total population 

has never exceeded 250.  In the short 

term, which in this village is measured in 

centuries, it seems to have been to 

house the tombs of his 13 successors.  I 

now realise it was to make uniting with 

adjoining parishes in the 21st century 

more difficult.  Clearly the first Earl had 

formidable foresight.  None of our 

neighbouring churches seems too keen 

to share their reserves to help maintain 

our cathedral-sized building. 

The threat to close St Herve the Bard 

has, inevitably, caused outrage – not so 

much from its regular congregation of 

three, but from all those in the village 

who would never attend.  People do so 

like to have a church not to go to. 

The church of St Bregowine, built by a 

wealthy parishioner in the 19th century 

because she did not like the high church 

practices of the parish church of St Iwig, 

is refusing to re-unite, even though the 

two churches stand only 100 yards 

apart, in a village with a diameter of 300 

yards.  If only they could get over the 

trauma of seeing the incumbent putting 

water in the wine on Easter Day in 

1894.  

Although it must be conceded that the 

Bregowinians were equally affronted 

that when the daughter church opened 

in 1895, they found that the Iwigers had 

provided no brass troughs at the end of 

the pews for umbrellas.  That they have 

subsequently refused to install them has 

only compounded the offence. 

Meanwhile St Plegmund is in discussions 

with the Church of South India as a way 

of avoiding uniting with anyone.  I will be 

interested to see what travel expenses 

the new incumbent claims.  It will be 

difficult to tell when the present 

incumbent resigns.  He has not been 

seen at a clerical meeting for the last 30 

years.  Some suspect he is mythical, that 

a bloodless coup took place in the 

1980s and that the church is now 

entirely run by the Mothers’ Union. 

The church of St Maximus of 

Constantinople in our nearest town has 

rather grandly offered to take all of our 

churches under its wing, but as a 

parishioner has commented: how could 

we possibly consider joining with a 

parish that fought on the other side at 

the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. 

In the meantime, we will serenely carry 

on, as we seem to have done for the 

past six centuries; parish mergers and 

reductions in numbers of clergy seem to 

be of less interest than debating the 

suggestion that we change the brand of 

coffee served after services. 

Your loving uncle,   

Eustace 

On Why the cofe should never 

combine parishes 
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Ludlow St Laurence 

Parish Office          01584 872073 

Office Administrator      Nicky Luck   

Finance & Strategy Director  Peter Nield 

Gift Aid Secretary        Michael Hunt 

Social Media & Press       Kate Garrett-Nield 

Director of Music        Michael Oakley 

Custodian            Matthew Lenthall 

Conservation Trust Chair   Sebastian Bowen 

 

PCC 

Churchwardens  Liz Gardner        319332 

           Lesley Harling  07309 263730 

Assistant       Michael Davies    07970 434822    

 Churchwardens Dick Franks       892019 

Electoral Roll Officer  Dick Franks    892019 

Safeguarding Officer  Dick Franks     892019 

PCC Secretary       Lesley Harling   318309  

 

Bible Reading   Penelope Bridstrup   876992 

 Fellowship            

Flowers          Sue Thornley    872292 

Monthly Prayer Group Sandi Burley    873155 

Tower Captain     Richard Bracher  811514 

Ludlow Tower editor Lesley Harling    

Find this and previous issues 

of the Ludlow Tower on line at 

www.stlaurences.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ludlow St John  

Parish Office    Nicky Luck         872073 

Churchwarden  Mike Beazley     873570 

Treasurer     Mike Beazley     873570 

PCC Secretary   Mike Beazley     873570 

Electoral Roll    Sue Thomas     0792990671 

 

 

Ashfords Benefice 

Rector        Revd Lynn Money 

Parish Office     Jemma Saer       831203 

 

Bromfield Benefice 

Rector       Revd Justin Parker 

Parish Office    Martin Scott    07395 413004  
 

 

 

 

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE 

NEXT ISSUE 

TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 

There is no guarantee that material 

submitted will be included.   

Please send articles by email to 

office@stlaurences.org.uk 

We are happy to receive contributions 

and suggestions for inclusion in the 

magazine.  Please limit items to no 

more than 400 words, except by prior 

agreement with the editor. 

Parish of Ludlow Saint Laurence  Registered Charity No 1132703 

PARISH DIRECTORy 

Ludlow St Laurence Parish Office 

Stephen House, 2 College Street, Ludlow, Shropshire. SY8 1AN  

e-mail:  office@stlaurences.org.uk   website:  www.stlaurences.org.uk 

For appointments call 01584 872073 

Rector:  Revd Preb Kelvin Price  07799 243867 

mailto:office@stlaurences.org.uk
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