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About Life & Learning 
 
Life & Learning is the name of an adult learning programme which 
seeks to broaden understanding and initiate debate on theology, 
social issues and the arts. 
 
The programme offers a range of opportunities for study and 
learning. It is intended to stimulate the interest of people of faith 
who want to reflect deeply on how their faith impacts on their 
engagement with the world around them, and also appeal to those 
with no strong faith commitment who are interested in exploring the 
Christian perspective on contemporary issues. 
 
Arranged by the Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow, (a member of 
Churches Together Around Ludlow) the events are open to all people 
from the town and beyond, regardless of religious affiliation.  
 
Copies of this leaflet can be downloaded from our website: 
www.stlaurences.org.uk/life-and-learning. We also welcome 
enquiries at: 
 
Life & Learning @ Ludlow 
2 College Street 
LUDLOW 
Shropshire SY8 1AN 
 
Email: lifeandlearning@stlaurences.org.uk 
Tel:  01584 872073 
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A note about the 2021 programme 
 

After months spent considering where and how the next series of Life & 
Learning lectures might take place, I am delighted to announce that, subject to 
such protective measures in place at the time, St Laurence’s Parish Church has 
confirmed that it will be able to accommodate a foreshortened Life & Learning 
@ Ludlow lecture series early in 2021 in a Covid-19 secure way.  
 
Inevitably this will mean that requirements over social distancing, the wearing 
of face masks, venue check-in and a limit on numbers attending will all need to 
be applied. But at least, once again, we shall be able to enjoy hearing 
personally from our speakers with the opportunity to question and challenge.   
 
More than ever this year, those planning to come to the lectures are therefore 
encouraged to book in advance. Should for any reason a lecture need to be 
cancelled, reimbursement will be made in full. 
 
Despite comprising just six lectures extending over three months, the aim once 
again has been to ensure that matters of biblical learning, faith and art, faith 
and contemporary social issues, and the life of the church are all covered.  
 
Our lecturers include the newly appointed Bishop of Hereford, the Deans of 
Oxford and St Albans, a past President of the Methodist Conference, and the 
Canon Chancellor of Hereford Cathedral. And, as a first, we shall also have a 
lecture given by two people - one an Anglican priest and Franciscan; the other 
an international concert pianist – joining forces to speak of the life, music and 
faith of someone regarded as one of the greatest pianists of all time. 
 
As always, our thanks go to all our lecturers, from near and far, for contributing 
so generously to our programme. 
 
On a personal note, I have decided that after 10 years of arranging the Life and 
Learning lectures, this season will be my last. My pleasure has been in meeting 
so many people from Ludlow and beyond keen to explore their faith. And at 
least when I phone any of our lecturers, many of whom are old friends, in the 
future, they won’t think it’s a prelude to them having to do something for me!  
 
 

Barry Forrester   

 

 



 

 

Programme 

January 2021 to March 2021 

 

Date: Thursday 7 January 2021 at 10am until 12 noon  

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow  

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted, coffee during a mid-lecture 
break)  

 

Saint Theodore, England’s Eastern Archbishop  
A lecture given by the Revd Canon Chris Pullin 

 
Born in 602 of Byzantine Greek descent, it was not until middle-age 
that Theodore of Tarsus – having lived through wars and Persian rule 
– settled in Rome to live in the monastery of St Anastasius. At the 
age of 66, in completely unexpected circumstances, he was sent to 
England as Archbishop of Canterbury and reshaped, reinvigorated 
and educated the English Church in the wake of the Synod of 
Whitby.  He is the man who created the Diocese of Hereford and is 
one of the most significant figures in the history of our church and 
nation, yet almost completely unknown. Come along and find out 
more! 
 
The Revd Canon Chris Pullin has been Chancellor of Hereford 
Cathedral since 2008 with oversight of its educational work.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Date: Thursday 21 January 2021 at 10am until 12 noon 

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow 

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted, coffee during a mid-lecture 

break) 

 

What happens when we die?  
Death and the Afterlife in Scripture and the Church  

A lecture given by the Very Revd Dr Jeffrey John 
 
The lecture will look at the development of belief about death and 
the afterlife through the Old and New Testaments, and the way it 
emerged in conflicting teachings within the Church. 
 
The Very Revd Dr Jeffrey John has been Dean of St Albans since 
2004. He was born and brought up in the Rhondda Valley. He studied 
Classics, Modern Languages and Theology at Oxford, and after a 
curacy in Cardiff returned there to be Chaplain and Lecturer in 
Theology at Brasenose College, then Dean of Divinity at Magdalen. 
He was subsequently Canon Chancellor and Theologian of Southwark 
Cathedral, and Director of Ministerial Training in the Southwark 
Diocese. His books include 'The Meaning in the Miracles', ‘This is our 
Faith: Anglican Church Teaching’, and 'Permanent Faithful Stable: 
Christian Same-Sex Marriage'.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Date: Saturday 6 February 2021 at 2pm until 4pm  

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow 

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted, refreshments during a mid-

lecture break) 

 

Franz Liszt: Life, Music and Franciscan Faith 
A musical lecture given by the Revd Iain Lane and Florian Mitrea  

 
Most popular ideas about Franz Liszt’s character are wrong: far from 
being a vain ‘celebrity’, he was inspired from childhood by a 
profound Christian faith, and his life-long connection with the 
Franciscans led him in mid-life to join their Third Order; later he 
received minor orders in the Catholic Church. Much of his work was 
liturgical or overtly Christian, but all his work reveals his intense and 
life-affirming spirituality. This event blends live performances of 
works by Liszt for solo piano (including the B minor sonata in full) 
with an introduction to Franciscan spirituality and to the life and 
faith of one of the nineteenth century’s most important composers. 
Words, music, and pictures combine to open up a fresh perspective 
on this fascinating man and his work.  
 
Florian Mitrea is a concert pianist acclaimed as ‘outstanding’ by 
Martha Argerich. He was born in Bucharest but has been based in 
the UK since 2008. An alumni and professor at the Royal Academy of 
Music in London, he is an award-winning soloist with an international 
performing and teaching career. Full details can be found at: 
www.florianmitrea.uk 
 
The Revd Iain Lane is an Anglican priest and a Franciscan (Third 
Order). He served as Education Canon at St Albans Cathedral from 
2000 to 2008, and is currently tutor in Christian doctrine and the 
visual arts at the St Albans Cathedral Study Centre.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Date: Thursday 11 February 2021 at 10am until 12 noon 

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow 

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted, coffee during a mid-lecture 

break) 

 

Mission (post?) COVID: A new future or inexorable decline?  
A lecture given by the Very Revd Richard Jackson 

 
COVID 19 has rocked the conventional practice of being church, 
exposing weaknesses and bringing forward hard choices. The lecture 
will explore the possible shapes of church and mission as we emerge 
from the COVID crisis and the lessons we may have learned from it.  
 
The Rt Revd Richard Jackson became Bishop of Hereford early in 
2020 and has been operating an almost exclusively COVID restricted 
episcopacy! He began his working life as an agronomist in Wiltshire.  
Following 15 years in parish ministry he was a Diocesan Mission 
Advisor for 5 years before becoming Bishop of Lewes in 2014. He has 
a particular passion for making Christ known in ways that engage the 
reality of our culture: a bigger church to make a bigger difference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Date: Thursday 4 March 2021 at 10am until 12 noon 

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow 

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted, coffee during a mid-lecture 

break) 

 

Is St Paul a Problem for Christian Faith or the Key to It? 
A lecture given by the Revd Dr Neil Richardson 

 
This lecture will examine at such questions as: 
 

 What really happened to Paul on the Damascus Road? 

 What did he do with the 'legacy' of Jesus - betray it? complicate 
it? make it ecumenical - or what? 

 How different, if at all, was the God of Paul the Pharisee from 
the God of Paul the apostle? 

 Was Paul more human than we think? 
 
The Revd Dr Neil Richardson is a ‘retired’ Methodist minister. He 
was Tutor in New Testament Studies and later Principal of Wesley 
College, Bristol and served as President of the British Methodist 
Conference in 2003-4. He has devoted much of his ministry teaching 
and exploring the contemporary relevance of the New Testament. 
He has written several books including: Paul for Today - Perspectives 
on a Controversial Apostle; John for Today - Reading the Fourth 
Gospel and Who on Earth is God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Date: Thursday 18 March 2021 at 10am until 12 noon 

Venue: Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow  

Cost: £8 (including, if permitted,  coffee at the start) 

 

The Verb of God: Being the Body of Christ Today 
A lecture given by the Very Revd Prof Martyn Percy  

 
This is a time of enormous challenge and change in society, and so in 
the church too. Of course, every generation of Christians that have 
ever lived has lived in modern times, and every era of modernity 
presents us challenge and change. Our mistake in the church is to 
presume the present moment is exceptional, when it isn't. This 
lecture will explore the opportunity for the church to reappraise its 
life and witness, and to become more like Jesus - the body of Christ - 
and for ourselves as people to enter into the deeper mystery of 
becoming, like Jesus, the 'Verb of God'.  If we 'Do God’ we'll do good; 
and the church will pattern itself on the life of Jesus - holy, humble, 
healing, sensate, listening. Rather than being a church of pomp and 
status. Right now, we need realism combined with reassurance, if we 
are to be truly renewed 
 
The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy is the Dean of Christ Church, 
Oxford, one of the University of Oxford's largest colleges, as well as 
the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Oxford. From 2004-14 he was 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Prior to that he was Director 
of the Lincoln Theological Institute and has also been Chaplain and 
Director of Studies at Christ's College, Cambridge. 
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Life & Learning @ Ludlow 

Application Form for January 2021 – March 2021 Programme 
 

 (The number that can be accommodated at all events is limited. Please complete and return 

as soon as possible to: Life & Learning @ Ludlow, 2 College Street, Ludlow, SY8 1AN) 
 

Please enrol me / us on the following: 

 

Saint Theodore, England’s Eastern Archbishop     £8   

 

What happens when we die?      £8   
 

Franz Liszt: Life, Music and Franciscan Faith          £8   
 

Mission (post?) COVID: A new future or inexorable decline?  £8   
 

Is St Paul a Problem for Christian Faith or the Key to It?               £8   
 

The Verb of God: Being the Body of Christ Today                £8   
 

 

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Ludlow PCC’ for £.................................. 

 

I heard of the 2021 Life & Learning programme through: 

 

direct mailing by email or post 

St Laurence’s Church website 

Churches Together Ludlow website 

 

 

 

church / village magazine (please state which) 

word of mouth 

other (please describe) 

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s):.............................................................................................. 

 

Address................................................................................................ 

 

Tel:.............................................. 

 

Email:............................................................................... 

 

Your details will not be disclosed to any third party. If you would like to receive information 

about future events, please tick this box   


